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PREFACE. 


ItIaNY  Gentlemen  having  expressed  a  desire  tliat  the  translation 
of  Mr.  Papineau's  Speeches  on  the  Hustings  at  the  late  Election 
should  be  printed  in  a  form  convenient  for  general  circulation,  the 
present  edition  has  consequently  been  prepared  and  published. 

The  country  is  in  a  crisis— it  is  involved  in  a  constitutional  struggle 
of  gre«t  moment.  It  is  not  a  measure  of  detail  or  the  mode  of  ap- 
plying a  principle  which  is  now  at  issue — the  fundamental  principle 
itself  of  representative  government  is  at  stake. 

The  Executive  oflBce  holders  want  to  place  themselves  above  con- 
troul.  They  want  that  the  internal  administration  of  this  colony 
should  not  feel  the  action  of  the  public  will  and  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try—  to  attain  this  they  claim  the  discretionary  application  of  taxes 
paid  by  the  country  under  the  14  G.  3.  and  coming  from  other  sources. 
They  claim  the  right  to  give  these  taxes,  if  they  please,  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  one,  two,  or  three  individuals — or  to  create  new  places  or  to 
add  to  old  salaries — and  then  to  oblige  the  country  to  make  up  by  other 
taxes,  what  might  be  left  unprovided  for  by  the  misapplication  of 
these  funds.  The  country  will  not  submit  to  this.  It  insists  that,  as 
it  pays  the  wlioleof  its  civil  government,  without  calling  on  the  Mother 
Country  for  a  shilling,  it  has  a  right  to  controul  the  expenditure  of  its 
Government.  It  insists  also  that  it  is  the  essence  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution that  the  administration  should  not  be  placed  above  the  controul 
of  the  country. 

It  is  essential  to  good  government  that  the  administration  should  be 
under  controul.  The  British  Government' is  at  a  distance  and  cannot 
effectually  controul  the  provincial  administration  and  office  hoIders.^ — 
The  only  power  capable  of  controuling  them  with  effect  and  for  the 
interest  of  England  herself,  is  the  country  itself  through  its  Repre- 
sentatives—-^nd  the  peaceable  and  orderly  mode  of  exercising  this  con- 
troul is  by  means  of  the  purse.  Lord  Dalhousie's  administration  has 
resisted    this  with  the  greatest    rancour.       It    has   rejected    Eiljs 
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granting  supplies — becausa  these  Bills  asserted  the  controul  of  tti< 
House— and  it  has  applied  the  public  money  withont  laws  and  agaiust 
the  declared  sense  of  the  RepresentativeSi  It  lias  been  declared  that  thef 
country  should  ha  punished  by  the  rejection  of  all  beneficial  measure* 
until  it  was  tortured  into  compliance — menaces  have  been  denounced  of 
turning  out  every  holder  of  an  office— even  Judges  on  the  Bench  if 
theydid  not  support  whatever  the  administration  thought  right  to  assert < 

The  Representative  Body  met  his  Lordship's  displeasure  on  the  7th 
March  last  when  he  prorogued  it  with  the  Speech  which  we  haVeprin-» 
(€d  in  tlie  Append'ti.  A  Speech  more  amazing  for  its  mistate- 
tnents  and  grievous  aspersions  never  issued  from  any  Governments 
It  was  refuted  by  certain  Members  in  the  answer  to  theli'  Ccnstituent* 
which  we  have  also  printed.  This  Speech  was  followed  by  a  deluge  of 
blander — abusive  insult  from  the  Journals  of  the  administration  agaiust 
the  Representative  Body  and  the  most  intelligent  and  able  of  its  Mem-' 
bers— Lord  Dalhousie  brought  into  action  old  Militia  Ordonnance* 
long  since  repealed— i^ndi  assuming  the  power  of  these  Ordonnances 
used  them  to  punish  men  adverse  to  his  conduct  aad  for  atterfdtng 
meetings  of  Landholders  and  P'reeholdeFs  to  petition  the  King  and  Im* 
perial  Parliament.  Having  excited  the  country  to  the  proper  pitch, 
I/ord  Dalhousie  dissolved  the  House  and  called  the  Ehctors  to  a  new 
choice. 

Then  followed  menaces  —defamations  and  atrocious  and  most  ruf- 
fianly abuse  and  falsjhood  against  the  old  Members.  These  of  course 
were  answered — The  Constituent  Body  became  well  informed.  They 
flocked  enthusiastically  to  the  Poll— they  returned  most  of  the  old 
Members— where  they  were  obliged  to  select  new —they  selected  such 
as  bore  the  same  sentiments  with  the  old — they  discarded  the  Attorney 
General  and  four  other  administration  Members — four  administration 
Members  alone  remain— two  of  which  will  probably  be  discarded  at  the 
next  Election.  Such  is  the  roated  dislike  throughout  the  country  to 
the  conduct  of  Lord  Dalhousle's  administratioa. 

Montreal;  Kovwnber  16,  1827. 
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•EF^ORE  I  solicit  yonr  suffrages,  I  must  repel  some  charges 
and  refute  some  calumnies  which  have  beeu  directed  agaiost  me. 
I  will  not  answer  those  numberless  anonymous  falsehoods  which 
for  several  months  past,  have  been  distributed  with  such  indus- 
try and  malice;  they  have  not  produced  on  your  miuds  the 
wished-for  effect;  you  despise  them  and  I  despise  them.  But  I 
will  repel  certain  accusations,  one  of  which,  I  am  informed  is' 
m<<de  against  me  individual!}',  by  some  citizens  whom  I  respect : 
and  ihe  others  have  been  made  against  the  majority  of  the  Hou?e 
of  Assembly — vain  and  unjust  asoersions,  which  have  been  an- 
swered already,  not  because  they  had  any  weight  in  themselve;?, 
but  because  they  carried  with  them  the  weight  of  high  author:* 
ties. 

I  hare  bean  reproached  with  having  failed  in  the  respect  due 
to  my  fellow  citizens,  the  Electors  of  Montreal,  who  had  done 
me  the  honor  of  choosing  me  one  of  their  Representatives  in  the 
Inst  Tarliament  at  a  time  when  I  did  not  offer  myself  as  a  Candi- 
date.— I  have  been  considered  as  having  failed  in  proper  courtesy 
to  the  public,  because  I  did  not  acknowledge  this  proof  of  their 
kindness  even  with  the  customary  address  of  IhauUs. 

I  owe  a   public   explanation  :  I  give  it  willingly.     With   the 
time  frankness  and  willingness  I  would  hav.o  given  it  privately,, 
had  it  been  asked  of  me.     Between  the  Eloc'«rs  and  their  Re- 
presentatives thei-e  should  always  exist  ti)at  free  coffimunicaliou 
wLi.h  would  preyent  BjisuHderiianditJics. 


la  16^3,  the  couufry  wbs  suJJeuly  thrown  info  Jlsoiay  by  tht 
intell'geuce  lha(  hoji^e  rnachiQafietiS  had  been  on  ll.e  eve  ol  lea- 
ding the  Brilish  iVJiniatry  astray;  had  u«ai  !y  induced  them  to 
perpetrate  an  act  of  deep  iuiqaity.  by  depriviog  U5,  without  our 
knowledge  and  I  might  sny  claudesiinely,  of  righls  v.  hich  we 
had  leason  to  consider  inviolable  ;  whiih  we  must  regmd  sis  sicb 
or  be  reduced  to  think  Iba!,  dependrng:  uj-nn  tiie  mercy  of  our 
enemies,  we  are  without  gnaianlee  tor  the  preservalron  of 
tuy  of  our  political  rights,  I  was  no?  one  of  the  last  in  concert- 
ing with  you  the  measnrea  proper  to  be  taken  for  presenting  the 
injustice  with  which  we  were  threatened.  Private  concerns 
Were  to  be  neglected  when  such  great  public  interests  were  to 
b«  eaved* 

The  extreme  good  will  of  my  fellow  citizens,  the  favourable 
opinion  which  they  entertained  of  nic,  induced  ihem  to  charge 
ine  with  a  commission  exceedingly  honourable  indeed,  but,  on  r.p* 
count  of  the  responsibility  attending  if,  exceedingly  arduous  and 
full  of  anxiety — that  of  conveying  to  England  and  there  support- 
ing your  almrjst  unanimous  remonstrance  against  that  impending 
iovasioD  of  our  liberties. 

I  consented  to  perform  this  duty,  which,  for  a  man  who  had 
never  been  remote  from  his  country,  irom  his  family,  from  hil 
friends,  carried  with  it  very  painful  sacrifices.  After  having,  in 
consequence  of  this,  neglected  during  several  months  of  that 
year,  my  private  affairs,  I  departed  in  the  beginning  of  JiHiuary, 
for  Europe.  On  my  return,  after  more  than  ten  months  absence, 
I  found  the  Parliament  sitting.  It  was  uiy  duty  to  be  with  it, 
ynd  there  I  went.  Thus,  during  more  than  eighteen  month?,  I 
had  given  no  lime  to  my  family  interests,  to  whirh,  neverthele  •, 
I  owe  some  duties  also 

A  general  Election  followed  in  the  summer  ol  1824  when  a 
considerable  number  of  my  fellow  citizens  invited  me  to  oCer 
myself  as  a  candidate.  They  did  it  with  such  nrgfnt  enfrfati"s, 
with  such  touching  marks  of  confiJenre  repo=ed  in  me,  that  the 
refusal  which  1  gave  ihem  was  an  act  of  violence  dictated  by  rea* 
yon  to  my  feelings  ;  for  my  feelings  were  reudy  to  yield — so  great, 
■was  the  esteem  and  respect  I  have  for  them  Having  then  taken 
the  resolution  to  retire  for  a  certain  time  fiom  public  life,ought  I  in 
two  or  three  days  after,  and  nolwithstamling  such  refusal,  to  have 
been  so  inconsiderate  as  to  return  thanks  to  the  Electors  and 
thereby  assume  the  engngeuient  nf  being  assiduous  in  Parliament  ? 
When  at  a  preceding  period  I  had  offered  myself  as  a  Can-'t- 
dale,  1  considered  tliat  I  had  contracted  the  obligation  nf  beiny 
present  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  sessions  and  I  bail 
Rsted  accordingly.  But  when  1  was  elected  without  having  pre- 
jtnted  myself,  1  eociidoie-d  thd,t  1  was  not  bound  to  so  close  un  al- 


tsnJance.  Great  public  qneslions  always  would  have  drawn  ftts 
from  tny  private  occupation,  but  lesser  interests  would  have  al- 
li*we(]  me  the  liberty  of  absenliog  myself  from  Parliament. 

Between  the  Election  and  the  meeting  of  Parliament  1  was  a- 
ble  to  put  my  private  affnirs  into  some  order.  Soon  after,  the  vir- 
tuous and  legal  administration  of  Sir  Francis  Burton  becanm 
more  and  more  popular.  He  had  been  deceived  and  drawn  into- 
error  on  a  point  of  little  moment  in  itself,  but  on  which  he  had- 
deviated  from  the  strict  sense  of  the  law,  and,  with  candour  and 
true  dignity,  he  retraced  his  steps.  Power  ennobles  itself  wherr 
it  knows  how  to  acknowledge  an  error  in  order  that  it  may 
submit  to  the  laws.  The  public  passions  excited  against  the 
Representatives  under  the  administration  of  Lord  l>alhousie  sub- 
sided as  ?oon  as  he  absented  hinself  from  the  country,  and  the 
hope  of  contributing  to  a  little  mote  good  under  the  presidency 
ofthe  Lieutenant  Governor  induced  me  to  go  to  Parliament, 
There  did  I  again  receive  the  greatest  honour  which  the  country 
can  beslow  upon  one  of  its  children  ;—  the  House  chose  me  their 
Speaker.  For  any  man  to  fail  in  that  respect  which  is  due  to 
the  public,  is  a  most  reprehensible  impertinence,  but  in  whom 
would  Such  folly  be  so  inexcusable  as  in  me,  who  owe  all  to  the 
public,  who  am  so  much  indebted  to  the  Electors  of  Montreal  .-* 
For  near  fourteen  years  I  have  been  their  Representative.  The 
first  time  they  conferred  on  me  that  honour,  they  did  it  of 
themselves.  At  a  time  when  I  did  not  present  myself,  they  took 
me  fro**!  another  county.  The  honour  of  being  for  the  first  time 
elected  by  them  as  their  Representative,  was  followed  by  the 
honour  of  being  the  fir?t  time  elected  Speaker.  I  am  then  invin- 
cibly grateful  and  attached  to  them.  It  is  impossible  that  I  could 
be  intentionally  defioient  in  the  respect  I  owe  them  ;  and  I  thmk 
that  I  have  not  failed  in  the  respect  due  to  th«m  :  I  hope  I  have 
returned  thanks  in  the  manner  which  must  please  them  most,  if 
I  have  served  them  haieslly  and  faithfully.  Whether  I  have 
done  so  or  not  il  is  for  them,  my  legitimate  judges,  now  to  decide. 

As  to  those  ill  grounded  aspersions  cast  upon  the  late  Repre, 
sentatives  of  the  people  by  a  high  authority,  they  have  been  an- 
iwered,  first  by  the  Representatives  of  this  District  and  since  by 
the  people  who  have  already  reelected  most  of  thera,  thereby 
upholdin*  the  maxim  which  vile  flatterers  alone  will  controvert 
that  all  reputations  are  equally  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  ; 
that  those  laws  would  be  very  imperfect  nnd  vicious  that  should 
vest  any  one  with  the  power  of  arraigning  before  the  public  in. 
nocent  men,  at  the  same  time  reducing  these  innocent  men  to  si., 
lenoe  and  stripping  them  of  their  legitimate  right  to  vindicate 
their  honour.  1  know  not  the  mau  in  whom  I  will  acknowledge 
a  right  to  calumniate  me  without  his  being  justly  liable  to  be  an- 
•wered  by  me. 
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Of  myself  I  have  spoken  enough  and  loo  much  ;  I  must  now 
spenk  of  you  and  of  your  interests.  You  are  assembled  to  exer- 
cise an  impoitant  right,  that  of  choosing  freely,  with  the  sole 
view  to  your  own  interests,  men  whom  you  think  the  most  firm- 
ly engaged  to  uj;hold  them ;  to  exercise  a  right  which  for  several 
centuries,  until  these  latter  times,  seemed  to  be  the  distinctive 
prerogative  of  British  subjects,  that  ot  choosing  your  Legislators 
in  your  Representatives.  The  men  of  your  choice  cannot,  it  i^ 
true,  be  called  Legislators  in  a  strict  and  absolute  sense,  because 
they  are  only  such  jointly  with  otlier  authorities,  which,  in  th-s 
country  more  than  in  any  other,  include  too  large  a  proportion 
of  men,  who  could  never  become  the  objects  of  your  choice; 
but  as  those  authorities  on  tbeir  part  can  neither  change  your 
laws  for  the  better  or  for  the  worse,  nor  give  you  new  laws  with- 
out the  assent  of  your  RepreseiUatives^  these  may,  in  a  restricted 
sense,  be  cnlled  your  Legislatois. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  in  our  public  and  constitutional  law 
than  the  n^axim,  that  governments  are  constituted  only  with  a 
view  to  the  commons  eal,  not  principally  for  the  advantage  of 
the  public  functionaries.  This  maxim  is  such  a  predominant 
truth,  that  it  is  admitted  even  by  dGS{  otic  governments  and  iy 
admiuisiraticns  which  raise  thea.selves  above  the  laws  ;  but  in 
this  case  it  is  only  an  illusion,  a  dead  letter,  a  cheat,  productive 
of  no  real  advantage.  It  becomes  useful,  but  in  as  much  as  gov- 
ir>fnnteuts  or  their  administrators  have  multiplied  and  frequent 
relations  with  the  people,  not  in  order  to  brave  public  c.'inioii 
und  to  spoft  with  it,  but  to  know  the  wishes  and  wants  ol  the  peo- 
ple, to  acquiesce  in  theu)  and  provide  for  them. 

In  our  government  those  frequent  relations  with  the  mass  of 
the  j*ople  lake  place  peiiodiceily  by  means  of  elections,  daily 
by  that  of  petitions,  annually  through  the  mediation  of  the  Re. 
presentatives  who  are  an  inlftrral  part  of  the  Government,  and, 
si  the  same  time,  for  the  people,  an  organ  and  a  \oice.  They 
ought  to  be  believed  \\hen  thf-y  speak  in  the  name  of  the  people  : 
excepting  extraordinary  and  singular  cases  when  il  should  be 
evident  thnt  they  failed  in  rendering  the  true  sentiments  of  their 
constituents.  The  nearer  the  other  authorities  come  to  the  views 
and  desires  of  the  ^epre^entative  body  in  our  constitutional  Gov- 
ernment, so  much  the  more  exnctly  do  they  move  in  conformity 
with  the  law-s  of  their  nature,so  much  the  more  accurately  do  they 
correspond  to  the  end  und  approach  the  scope  of  their  insti'U'iot:, 
On  the  other  hand,  in  proportion  as  they  are  inattentive  or  op- 
posed to  the  wishes  of  a  rejiresentalive  body  true  to  their  con- 
ftituenis,  the  more  do  they  swerve  from  the  purposes  of  their 
institution.  In  their  eccentric  couise  they  then  threaten  the  po- 
litical world  with  afllictioos  and  disorders  more  real  than  those 
which  our  fulheis  apprehended  iu  the  physical  world  ou  the  ap- 


^lafftfloe  of  planets  with  whose  devious  course  they  Wer«  utijid-' 
quaintecU  flistor}'  demonstrates  that  in  England,  it  is  from  th«J 
dejjree  of  coDcord  which  prevailed  between  the  King  and  the 
Kej)resentalives  that  you  must  judge  who  have  been  her  good 
king?,  friends  td  the  laws  and  to  the  constitution  }  from  their  dis- 
cord that  you  miisi  jud^^e  who  have  been  her  tyrannical  or  in- 
ft;\pable  Princes,  that  have  desired  to  raise  themselves  above  Iho 
la  vvs. 

("/'ould  thfe  House  of  Commons  in  England  receive  Ihe 
laws  from  its  King?,  could  it  be  reprimanded  by  them  with 
arrogance,  it  never  had  become  the  o!>ject  of  the  admiration, 
Cf  the  study  of  nations,  and  the  model  which  they  en'leavour  to 
Copy.  The  Reprereutative  system  is  become  the  desire  of  all 
civ'iliz^d  nations,  because  it  promises  to  nations  a  powerful  lever 
to  extiri'&te  abuses ;  because  it  affords  a  popular  efficacious  ac- 
tion whicli  penetrates  into  all  the  parts  of  adujinistraliorj,  and  io- 
Cuences,  in  a  salutary  mrtnner,  all  its  agent*,  from  the  Sovereign  to 
the  lowest  officer^  recalling  them  continually  to  their  destinalioD» 
Vv'hieh  i«  th6  peace  and  the  welfare  of  nations.  It  seeras  as  if  re- 
■puUicanism  and  absolute  monarchy  at  no  distant  period  will  ex- 
ist for  them  only  in  the  remembrances  of  history ;  that  the  hu.- 
man  race  will  be  divided  in  two  great  classes ;  free  men,  who 
will  have  representatives,  and  slaves  who  shall  have  none,  or 
■whose  representatives,  instead  of  being  the  Councillors  of  exec- 
utive pov.er  which  ought  to  receive  their  advice  with  deference, 
will  be  mandataries  of  a  degraded  people,  who  would  allow  those 
that  have  been  deputed  by  them,  and  possess  their  confidence,  ta 
be  insulted  with  impunity  by  men  who  are  paid  on  conditioa 
only  that  they  shall  consult  and  procure  the  public  welfare. 

It  is  only  three  years  since  you  freely  made  choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives, who,  according  to  the  course  of  the  law,  ought  ta 
have  served  you  during  four  years,  but  who  have  been  sent  back 
under  the  pretext  of  their  not  boing  the  true  interpreters  of  your 
sentiments.  You  will  weigh  ill  grounded  imputations  and  indis- 
putable facts-;  you  will  consider  the  probability  there  is,that  the 
Governor  and  his  C'ouncil  know  your  interests  better,  cherish 
them  more  dearly,  than  your  own  Representatives  do. 

According  to  the  judgment  of  the  present  Governor,  the  choice 
of  the  country  for  the  last  Parliament  was  very  bad.  Fortu- 
nately there  is  an  appeal  from  his  jurisdiction  to  yours.  Fortu- 
nately an  authority  equal  to  his  has  told  you  that  your  choice 
was  very  good.  I  oppose  the  judgment  of  the  one  Governor  by 
tliat  of  the  other  ;  because  the  justice  and  urbanity  with 
which  Sir  Francis  Burton  conducted  himself  towards  your 
Representative?,  prove  the  consideration  and  esteem  which 
he  had  lor  yon,  and  the  consideration  and  esteem  which,  in 
rfltiro,   wa   mupt   have  (or    him  ;  while   a  contrary   behavi«ur 
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deserves  your  censure,  whatever  respect  you  ought  to  pre- 
serve for  the  high  magistracy  exercised  by  our  Governors.  I 
will  place  the  one  Governor  in  contradistinction  to  the  other  in 
order  to  calm  a  little  and  quiet  the  small  band  of  men  who  have 
places,  who  desire  to  have  places,  who  do  not  think  by  them- 
selves nor  for  themselves  ;  who  expect  before  they  form  their 
opinion  about  public  men  and  public  measures,  the  watch-word 
and  the  direction  of  those  who  give  places.  You  will  see  that 
their  apparent  anger  is  under  orders,  is  a  play  of  chance ;  that 
it  must  not  trouble  freemen,  and  that,  probablvi  under  another 
administration  they  will  profess  other  sentiments. 

At  the  first  opportunity  Sir  Francis  had  of  meeting  Parliament 
he  expressed  himself  in  the  following  words  on  the  10th  January 
1825. 

"  Although  entering  for  the  first  time  on  the  administration  of 
the  government,  I  have  resided  long  enough  in  the  Province  to 
become  personally  acquainted  with  most  of  you,  and  it  affords 
me  the  highest  gratification  to  declare  that  I  have  not  in  any  part 
of  the  King's  dominions,  remarked  a  firmer  attachment  to  His 
Majesty's  person  and  Government  than  I  have  observed  ia  you 
individually  ;  I  have  therefore  the  best  ground  to  rely  upon  your 
collective  exertions.  I  trust,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  cordially 
unite  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  any  difficulties  which  may 
heretofore  have  arisen,  and  for  preventing  by  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement of  the  financial  concerns  of  this  Province,  the  recur- 
rence of  such  difficulties  in  future." 

Here  you  have  the  open  and  cordial  expressions  of  a  man  endow- 
ed with  a  sound  judgment  and  good  heart,  the  faithful  servant  of 
his  King  and  the  sincere  friend  of  this  Province.  The  proceed- 
ing's of  the  session,  the  daily  and  intimate  relations  which  he  had 
with  your  Representatives,  altered  not  tbe  opinions  he  had  thus 
expressed.  He  discharged  the  representatives  with  the  follo\(- 
ing  observations : 

'"■  You  aie  about  to  return  to  your  respective  residences  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  Province,  and  to  mingle  with  the  general  mass 
of  your  fellow  subjects,  who«e  loyalty  and  good  conduct,  your 
example  will  serve  to  encourage,  whose  approbation  and  esteem 
you  highly  deserve,  and  will,  I  hope,  universally  obtain." 

The  end  of  the  Session  was  as  happy  and  satisfactory  as  its 
opening.  With  or  without  the  advice  of  the  council,  praisei 
were  not,  as  usual,  dealt  out  to  the  Councillors  exclusively,  and 
censures  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

You  see  at  the  present  moment  Legislative  and  Executive 
Councillors — labouring  under  an  extraordinary  and  new  cour- 
tesy for  the  Electors,  venting  an  extreme  rudeness  of  old  stand- 
ing against  the  Representatives,  very  busy,  running  about,  agi- 
tating, strutting,  stirring  and  torturing  both  themselvcE,  and  >our- 
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selres,  ia  order  to  decide  your  choice  according  to  their  wishes. 
7'ho»e  geDtlemeQ  know  of  the  English  Coastitution — only  the 
•tnallest  portioa,  aod  the  least  applicable  to  the  state  ot  the  coun- 
try. They  invoke  that  part  which  relates  to  the  splendour  and 
to  the  privileges  of  Royalty  and  Aristocracy,  though  our  sovC;. 
reign  and  his  nobles  are  little  inclined  to  settle  amongst  us  ;  but 
know  nothing  of  ihe  enactments  upholding  the  privileges  of  the 
nation,  although  there  is  a  people  settled  on  these  lands,  a  peo- 
ple which  sees  a  great  deal  less  of  real  distance  grounded  on  rea- 
son, between  the  administrators  and  themselves,  than  there  ex> 
ists  in  England  between  the  administrators  of  the  government  and 
the  people.  Well  then,  in  England,  the  House  ol  Commons  har, 
ing  declared  that  the  interference  of  the  Lords  in  elections  is  con- 
trary to  principle,  the  people  are  so  tenacious  of  their  rights  and 
careful  of  their  Representatives,  that  they  would  resent  the 
intrusion  of  the  Lordj  who  should  take  an  active  and  open  part 
in  the  Elections ;  although  he  might  indirectly  do  it  by  his  friends, 
not  being  of  his  caste.  Here  the  impulsion  given  by  our  great 
personages  has  been  followed  by  the  retinue  of  great  and  little, 
high  and  low  officers  whom  they  draw  after  them  and  keep  in 
their  chains.  All  those  men  so  well  brought  up  to  passive  obe- 
dience, would  be  under  quite  another  discipline,  if  Sir  Francis 
Burton  had  at  this  moment  the  direction  of  affairs.  They  would 
be  as  warm  in  their  praises  as  they  are  now  unjust  in  their  as- 
persions, and  in  either  case  when  they  thus  act  out  of  their  proj 
per  sphere,  they  must  be  without  weight  and  without  influence. 

This  proposition  I  advance  and  no  man  who  has  attended  to 
the  public  affairs  with  any  care  will  deny  it,  namely,  that  in  np 
other  part  ol  ihe  British  empire  is  it  so  necessary  and  essential 
as  in  this  Province,  to  find  great  independence  and  energy  in  the 
Kepresentative  Body,  because  in  that  body  alone  can  be  found  a 
counterpoise  to  the  excesses  of  power  concentrated  in  a  small 
number  of  persona  having  for  the  most  part  no  link  of  permanent 
interests  with  the  country.  When  the  same  persons  unite  the 
legislative,  executive  and  judiciary  powers  in  themselves,  the 
abuses  which  they  shall  have  committed  in  one  of  those  capa- 
cities, they  are  endowed  with  sufficient  means  to  uphold  in  the 
other  ;  and  from  abuses  to  abuses  the  laws  would  %oon  be  pow- 
erless, unless  there  be  an  unceasing  and  fearless  watch  over  them 
xtQ  the  part  of  your  Representatives. 

I  will  soon  prove  that,  in  fact,  they  alone  have  shown  them- 
selves attentive  to  your  desires  and  your  requests;  always  sup- 
porting them  and  always  witnessing  their  rejection  elsewhere. — 
Before,  however,  coming  to  the  parliamentary  history  of  the  lata 
years,  on  different  objects  of  public  utility,  which  the  assembly 
bas  endeavoured  to  promote  but  in  vain,  (so  heavy  is  the  coun- 
terpoise opposed  to  them,  not  lo  say,  the  weight  which  oppreasei 
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them)  I  musl  discuss  at  some  length  the  pretf^nsions  of  ihe  gover- 
nor as  to  the  new  appropriations  which  it  is  said,  ought  not  lo  t« 
made  for  a  less  period  than  the  King's  life  ;  the  right  claimed  by 
the  Executive  of  disposing,  at  discretion,  of  a  portion,  annually 
variable,  of  the  public  revenue;  and  thejnst  resistance  which  has 
been  oppos*>d  to  those  claims.  First: — from  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  Governor,  that  portion  of  the  revenue  is  not  sufficient 
to  pay  the  objects  for  which  it  is  destined.  Here  the  house  stands 
and  says,  (and^what  it  says|is  unanswerable  :)  "We  are  asked  for 
a  supplementary  aid  which  we  are  disposed  to  grant,  if  we  may 
be  secure  of  its  faithful  application  to  useful  objects,  but  which 
we  are  determined  to  refuse  if  you  do  not  agree  to  those  terms.— 
If  you  take  it  to  be  a  principle,  and  in  fact  if  you  persist  in  the 
abuse,  that  you  may  pay  sinecures  and  offices  to  which  the  As- 
sembly would  not  be  disposed  to  attach  salaries  ifyou  demanded 
a  grant  for  them  ;  you  may  constrain  the  House  to  enlarge  the  sup- 
plementary gift  which  it  is  willing  to  grant  for  such  expenses  ns 
teem  to  it  reasonable,  by  the  amount  of  these  expenditures  which 
appear  to  it  unreasonable.  The  Representatives  must  not,  can- 
not degrade  themselves  by  becoming  accomplices  of  such  an  ex- 
penditure of  monies  as  they  consider  to  be  an  act  of  dilapidation 
on  the  properties  of  their  constituents.  They  give  the  supple- 
mentary aid  asked  for,  ordy  on  the  conditnm  which  they  are  nt 
liberty  to  attach  to  their  gift,  namely,  that  you  shall  not  have  the 
discretionary  distribution  of  any  portion  of  ihe  revenue;  but  thjit 
the  wht>le  shall  be  distributed  discreetly  and  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  whole  Legislature.  In  this  manner,  the  Execwtive 
will  preserve  untojiched  its  right  of  naming  whomsoever  it  plea- 
ses to  offices  ;  and  the  Assembly  will  preserve,  independently  «»{ 
the  Executive,  their  right  of  not  contributing  to  what  they  should 
consider  as  extravagant  waste  and  profusion  ;  which  would  in- 
crease, without  any  possibility  of  remedying  it,  if  the  Anti-con- 
siitutional  and  abhorred  maxim  af  discretionary  distribution  of 
the  public  monies  and  of  discretionary  powers  of  aoy  kiud,  were 
•auctioned." 

You  have  heard  during  thes 3  latter  times  the  professed  parfis- 
fins  of  the  Administration,  irascible  adversaries  of  the  Assembly, 
blindly  appealing  to  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to 
the  Civil  List,  as  the  only  one  which  was  reasonable,  constitu- 
tional, from  which  your  Representatives  could  not  swerve  with- 
out guilt  and  to  which  they  ought  to  retnrn,  with  respect  to  the 
Civil  List  of  this  Province.  At  this  very  term.  Civil  Ijisf,i\o  I  stop 
them,  and  say,  that  the  use  and  choice  they  make  of  it,  prove 
€'ither  great  ignorance,  or  voluntary  bad  faith,  which,  for  the  sake 
of  fubterfuges  and  cavils,  necessary  to  a  bud  cause,  makes  use,  by 
preference,  of  improper  expressions  with  the  view  of  altering  the 
iru©  stale  of  the  question.     I  ^ee  myself  lurrounded  with  nifftj 
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learnoJ  iu  the  law  some  of  whom  are  in  the  employment  of  the 
Crown,  and  v/ilh  other  public  luuctionuries,  by  trade  or  convic- 
tioa,  the  conslraiaed  deleuJers  of  every  measure  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  who  at  least  by  the  warmth,  if  not  by  the  soundness 
of  their  arguments,  you  would  believe  sincere  in  the  support  they 
pive  it.  I  dare  them  to  stake  their  reputation  of  men  learned  ia 
the  law,  or  of  men  having  pretensions  to  some  historical  know~ 
led^e  in  the  nature  of  English  Colonial  Governments,  either  past 
or  present,  by  saying  that,  wilh  the  exception  of  this  single  one, 
there  has  ever  been  a  Colony  whose  administration  has,  with 
aiiy  chance  of  success,  asked  of  its  local  Legislature  the  payntent 
of  a  Civil  List  and  an  appropriation  for  the  Civil  List  during  the 
King's  life.  This  word  has  a  legal  and  certain  sense  only  in 
England,  but  not  in  its  Colonies  ;  it  has  a  legal  and  definite  sense 
only  with  regard  to  the  royal  person,  to  the  splendour  and  digni- 
ty with  which  the  English  nation  has  been  pleased  to  surround 
Mn  in  the  midst  of  his  Peers,  the  Kings  ol  the  earth  ;  and  to 
his  officers  who  hold  directly  from  him  their  commissions  and  are 
qualified  to  approach  his  person,  to  make  a  part,  if  we  may  say 
so,  of  his  own  family,  o»  at  least  of  his  household.  The  cousti 
lutioQ  has  willed  that  each  sovereign  should  have  the  plenitude 
of  power  that  the  law  attaches  to  the  magistracy  which  he  is  to 
exercise.  It  supposes,  in  consequence,  that  at  the  beginniiig  of 
his  reign  he  choses  those  who  will  be  personally  devoted  to  him 
all  the  time  it  shall  last,  and  it  attaches  them  to  him  by  certain 
salaries  for  all  the  time  of  their  engagement.  In  all  this  there  is, 
it  is  true,  a  great  deal  of  the  subtleties  so  frequtntin  English  laws, 
nevertheless  they  are  certain  fixed  rules,  without  any  inconve- 
nience to  England,  but  which,  to  this  day,  have  never  been  in- 
troduced into  its  colonies  ;  have  never  had  any  application,  nor 
<:an  have  any  rational  application  therein,  la  England,  besides, 
Ibe  establishment  of  the  Civil  List  is  a  recent  change  in  the 
ancient  constitution.  It  is  the  result  of  a  commutative  contract 
by  which  the  nj^tion  has  greatly  benefited,  it  is  the  price  of  the 
patrimonial  lands  and  of  the  hereditary  revenues  which  the  King 
has  abandoned  to  it.  It  is,  however,  regarded  as  a  gift  of  the  na- 
tion which  might  modify  it  otherwise  than  it  does.  It  is  not  so 
much  above  the  control  of  Parliament  but  that  aJ'ter  having 
granted  it  in  the  usual  form,  it  afterwards  modified  it  under  VViL 
liam  III.  and  George  III.  The  Parliament  leaves  no  discretion- 
ary power  with  the  King  in  the  employment  he  makes  of  it. — 
AVillithe  exception  of  the  fi.^ted  part  v.hich  is  given  for  his  per- 
sonal expenses,  the  surplus  is  applied  to  foreseen,  certain  and  de- 
finite services;  the  eaiployment  of  it  canr^ot  be  changed  from 
ytixT  to  year,  as.  within  seven  years,  we  have  seen  done  iu  our 
touotry,  where  the  List  of  expenses  bi  ought  against  the  appro- 
priated revenue,  was  made  to  vary  f.om   Iwenlv  to  more  than 
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•forty-thousand  fOunJa;  evincing  how  far  the  pretension  to  the 
discretionary  distribution  of  a  part  of  the  revenue,  must  lend  to 
disorder  and  to  perpetual  contradictions.  It  is  not  a  con?titu- 
tional  principle  for  the  Colonic?,  that  their  public  functiorariea 
should  Have  their  salaries  granted  for  the  King's  life.  If  it  were 
so,  the  Parharnenl  of  Great  Britain  violates  it  every  year,  and  all 
the  Colonial  Legislature?,  without  exception,  violate  it  every 
year.  Do  we  not  ^eflr/y  read  of  the  call  for  the  salaries  of  most 
of  their  civil  officers,  which  (he  Ministers  make  to  the  CommoriF, 
ofnppropriatioDs  varynig  Iron  ten  to  twenty  t'-ioui-^nd  pounds  for 
each  of  the  Governments  ove:  which  our  Governor  nomVnally 
presides  ?  Do  we  not  hear  of  the  opposition  of  Mr.  Hume  or  of 
soaiQ  others,  who  harrajs  the  Ministry,  requiring  the  i  eduction 
or  the  discontinuance  of  those  expenses  .<* 

Are  there  no  debates,  and  has  it  ever  come  into  the  head  of  ihe 
most  extravagant  ministerial  member  to  say,  that  the  condition 
of  those  poor  place  men  was  too  precarious  and  that  their  sala- 
ries ought  not  to  be  subjected  yearly,to  the  chance  of  yeas  or  nays  .'' 
In  all  ttie  colonies,  (and  our  condition  is  analogous  to  theirs,  not 
to  that  of  the  independent  state  to  which  we  are  subject,)  the  rule 
18  to  pay  the  public  officers  annually,  (save  a  few  exceptions)  but 
none  of  them  present  the  absurdity  of  paying  them  during  tho 
King's  life.  What  connexion  can  we  find  between  the  length  of 
the  King's  life  and  the  duration,  in  the  colonic?,  of  the  salaries  of 
the  public  servants,  who  are  not  appointed  personally  by  the 
King,  who  do  not  know  him,  who  will  never  be  kjiown  to  him, 
and  who  never  will  Utya  any  relation  with  him?  There  might 
be  sou:}e  plausibility  in  asking  that  their  salaries  should  be  per- 
manent during  the  administration  of  each  Governor,  but  that 
principle  would  be  too  dangerous  not  to  be  immediately  rejected. 
The  more  abuses  a  governor  would  commit  in  lavour  of  his  crea- 
tures chosen  by  him,  the  more  would  they  be  interested  in  hav. 
iDg  his  administration  prolonged,  however  odious  it  had  become 
to  the  pcofile,  for  whom  it  is  so  difficult  to  obtain  justice  when 
the  remedy  is  so  for  distant.  Hut  after  all,  such  pretension  would 
be  more  plausible  than  that  which  they  here  maintain.  It  has 
pome  analogy  with  what  has  been  adopted  in  some  of  the  West 
india  Islands  where  the  Assemblies,  who  might  have  refused  it, 
have  couFenfed  to  grant  to  their  governors  when  they  come  lo 
take  the  command,  a  salary  which  they  will  not  alter  during  the 
time  they  preserve  their  offices.  Bui  in  such  colonics  they  have 
secured  to  the  representative  body  its  influence,  by  the  annual 
salaries  which  they  vole  for  the  other  functionaries,  acd  by  the 
annual  pay  which  they  vote  for  the  troops.  In  all  oflhem  as  in 
JSogland,  it  is  a  very  small  proportion  of  their  revenue,  which 
they  have  granted  either  permanently  to  some  of  the  judge?, 
while  others  are  paid  annually  ;  or  to  the  governors  for  the  time 
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of  their  admiaielralion.  This  arruQgement  doe«  not  flow  froni 
poailive  conslitutioaal  principles,  but  Iroai  expediency  ;  for  Iherd 
are  not  two  constitalional  principles  contradicting  one  auoLher  ; 
the  one  allowing  aanual  grants,  (or  some  officers,  and  the  othe»' 
forbidding  thsm  for  some  other  officers.  The  whole  must  be  the 
result  of  eons  derations  of  espeJiency. 

The  statute  of  1825  by  virtue  of  which  the  civil  expenses  of 
the  civil  government  for  that  year  have  been  legally  paid,  is  a 
law  as  well  as  our  constitutional  act  or  as  any  other  imperial  or 
provincial  statute.  It  is  then  a  great  indecency  to  hear  at  every 
moment,  as  we  do,  j)ublic  officers,  (who,  to  please  the  present  ad* 
ministration,  abuse  that  law,)  exclaiming  that  tiie  assembly  acts 
unconslituliunally,  when  it  proposes  a  law  similar  in  its  principle 
to  thdt  statute,  although  the  nev/  law  might  differ  from  it  as  to 
the  amount,  either  more  or  less.  More  would  be  perhaps  admia- 
sible  !  but  I'f^sa  would  seem  much  more  criminal  to  those  gentle- 
men. Rational  men  may  examme  the  conveniences  or  iucoove- 
uiences  which  belonged  to  the  offers  of  the  House,  but  whoever 
iisserts  that  those  offsrs  grounded  as  they  are  on  *u  existing  and  a 
similar  practice,  so  ancient  and  so  frequent,  are  not  constitutional, 
knows  not  what  he  says.  It  is  only  under  the  present  Governor 
tbat  fidtlerers  have  said  so  ;'  his  two  predecessors  said  otherwise. 

In  1810  the  Hjuse  of  Assembly  seeing  that  in  the  space  of 
eighteen  years,  the  expenses  had  betn  illegally  raised  icilhoui  (heir 
consenl,froin  twenty  thousand  to  forty  thousand  pounds,  did  with 
a  view  of  putting  an  end  to  so  dangerous  a  system,  offer  to  pay, 
not  its  Civil  List ;  (the  administration  of  those  days  certainly 
would  have  protested  agaiust  the  improper  use  of  those  woids,  as 
it  quarrelled  about  the  words  by  which  the  Imperial  Pirliament 
was  incorrectly  desigoated,)but  offered  to  pay  the  necessary  expen' 
ses  of  its  Civil  Government  ;  coireet  and  wise  expression?,  which 
jtreservedits  controul  over  the  amount  of  salaries  to  be  gianted, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  The  ne« 
cessary  expenses  and  nothing  more^  tha^  is  what  it  promised. 

From  1810  to  1818  the  expenses  were  illegally  raised  without 
the  consent  of  the  House,  to  more  than  sixty  thousand  pounds. — 
V\''arand  the  then  value  of  money  were  the  pretexts:  the  motive 
was,  that  sooner  or  later,  the  offer  of  the  Assembly  would  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that,  v/ith  the  obligation  of  proviJing  for  the  total  of 
the  expenditure,  it  would  be  necessary  that  they  should  have  tha 
total  of  the  revenae,  and  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  raise  the 
salaries  above  the  rate  at  which  they  Would  have  found  them 
fixed. 

la  1818  Sir  John  Sherbrooke,  who,  of  all  the  Governors  whom 
we  hav3  had  for  twenty  years,  was  the  one  of  the  greatest  abili- 
ty, of  the  most  correct  notions  of  the  nature  of  our  mixt  goverq. 
jiient,  of  the  extent  of  p(»pular  privileges  j  who  was  an  calighteu- 


ed  mRti  belonging  to  a  \\\A^  family  ;  who  did  not  Jtick  to  hl»  or- 
fice  for  the  sake  uf  money  ;  who  carried  info  the  Civil  Govern* 
mcnt  as  much  circumspection,  from  fear  of  ir.juring  in  their  righls 
6ny  body  of  men,  or  p.ny  indivitlual,  as  he  had  borne  an  almost 
absolute  firmness  in  his  military  command;  Mho  must  have  had 
mstructioris  conformable  to  the  first  impressions  which  the'Eng- 
lish  Ministry  entertained,  before  they  were  deceived  by  the  so- 
iphisms'of  our  colonial  admTnistrntion  ;  Sir  J(  hn  Sherbrooke,beirgr 
such  a  man,  asked  only /or  an  annual  appropriation.  There  )3 
cot  here  present  a  man  who  can  say,  that  al  (hat  t  ycth  thf  re  v  as 
a  single  person  in  the  country  who  ventured  lo  conceive  or  et 
^east  promulgate,  the  extravagant  idea  of  an  appropriation  for 
the  King'?  life. 

On  the  seventh  January  ICIH,  addressing  the  Assembly  he  said  ; 
"  I  have  received  the  command  of  Mis  Royal  Highness  the  Princo 
Ilegen%  to  call  upon  the  Provincial  Legislature  to  vote  the  sums 
necessary  for  ihe  ordinary  annual  expendilvre  of  the  Province— 
The?e  commands  will,  I  am  persuaded,  renelre  frorn  you  thfit 
■weighty  consideration,  which  their  imporlnoce  deserves." 

And  later  in  the  session  ;  "  The  Governor  in  Chief  has  direct* 
eJ  to  belaid  before  the  House  of  Aesembly  estimates  of  the  or-* 
dinary  permanent  expenses  of  the  Civil  Government  of  Lower 
•Canada,  and  of  the  Revenue  applicable  to  the  discharge  thcrcor 
for  the  year  1CI8,  and  from  these  it  appears  that  the  further  sum 
of  40,'263  ponnd«, eight  shiilings,  and  nine  pence;  will  be  neces- 
sary lo  mee.t  Ihe  cvrrcnt  expendilvre  of  Ihe  year?''  A  severe  and 
suJdan  sickness,  which  deprived  usol  the  services  of  ihat  exceU 
lent  man,  overtook  him  in  the  midst  of  the  session,  paralizcd  tha 
labours  of  Parliament,  and  the  accounts  and  estimates  of  the  ex- 
penses were  brought  so  late  and  at  a  period  when  sickness  depri-. 
ved  the  Governor  of  hting  able  readily  to  receive  the  messages  of 
the  House  and  to  give  them  the  necessary  informations,  that 
under  the  impossibility  of  passing  a  bill  of  appropriation  for  that 
year,  the  Assembly  voted  by  address  all  the  sura  asked  for,  re- 
serving for  the  next  yeara  more  detailed  examination  into  that 
subject. 

Next  year  the  Duke  of  Richmond  allied  agrain  for  an  anvunl 
appropriation.  The  Bill  was  passed  in  that  form  by  the  Houso 
of  Assembly;  the  opposition  of  the  Council  was  at  that  time 
confi.neJ  to  distinctions  of  votes  in  gross,  or  in  detail  ;  in  globo, 
©r  by  chapters,  or  by  items.  Thrre  are  in  Ihe  practice  of  diffc"- 
ent  colonics  examples  of  the  last  mentioned  modes  of  votin;; 
supplies,  there  is  no  example  of  voting  supplies  in  gross  or  ia 
globo  ;  but  our  administration  is  so  numerous,  so  richly  paid, 
contains  so  small  a  proportion  of  persons  born  in  the  j'rovince, 
n-hich  has  less  correspondenra  than  ^ny  other  province  with 
pco^/le  of  iuflueuce  ia  Lngland  lo  obtain  attention  to  complaiu'i 
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«nil  reqne5ls,'hnl  it,o'ir  aJminislralion,has  too  ndt^n  had  th«  menn« 
to  jrasp  at  more  power  than  the  administration  of  any  other 
colf»ny.  The  expressions  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  which  prove 
that  he  a?ked  only  for  an  annual  grant  and  by  no  means  for  n 
pj'rmanent  grant,  nor  for  a  grant  during  the  King'*  life,  are  the 
lollowing  : — ■ 

"  The  Governor  in  Chiefhas  directed  to  He  laid  before  the  Hoos* 
of  A«?embly  Estimates  of  the  reeulnr  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Province  of  flower  Cana  la  fur  the  year  commerrcivg  ike  fini 
.Yovembtr  1 8 18.  and  ending  the  thirty  first  October  1819,  inclusive 
in  full  confidence  that  the  House  will  provide,  by  sufficient  ap- 
priations  for  the  same. 

."The  amount  of  th°!e  estimates  may  be  considered  as  the  sum 
which  will  be  annually  nocep^nry  for  the  support  of  the  Civil 
hist  ;  subject,  nevertheless,  from  time  to  time,  to  such  diminution  or 
ni/pncntalinn,  as  the  cimtinstances  of  the  times  may  require ;  and 
the  xoisdom  of  the  Le^islaficre  judge  exf)edient ;  and  ihe  Governor 
)Q  Chief  has  no  doubt  but  that  the  Iiou?e  will  always  be  disposed 
to  make  a  due  and  respectable  provision  for  the  support  of  all  the 
branches  of  Hi?  Majesty's  Government,  in  order  that  the  services 
of  such  per-ons  as  are  best  suited  to  discharge  the  respectrve  Du- 
ties required,  may  be  obtained.'* 

It  is  impossible  to  have  a  more  direct  censure  of  the  prcten.. 
sions  of  the  present  administration  or  a  more  clear  admission  of 
the  claims  of  the  Assembly.  Its  right  to  a  free,  annual,  variable 
grant  is  acknowledged,  as  well  as  its  control  over  the]  whole 
revenue ;  and  the  subtleties  and  cavils  which  latterly  brought  to 
light  the  distinction  between  the  local  and  permanent  establish- 
raentg  are,  beforehand,  denied  and  condemned.  In  that  same 
year  was  passed  the  bill  to  make  good  the  payment  of  the  moniet 
issued  in  the  preceding  year  for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Gor- 
ernmeot  on  the  address  of  the  House  of  Assembly  alone.  Agreed 
to  by  the  Council,  sanctioned  by  the  Governor,  it  is  law  and 
provfs  that  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  salaries  of  the  publio 
servants  is  not  unconstitutional.  In  the  Ceuncil  one  member 
alone  protes't-d  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  not  alledging  that 
the  salaries  of  public  functionaries  ought  to  be  secured  and  voted 
during  the  King's  life,  (doubtless  he  spurns  that  opinion,)  but 
grounding  his  protest  on  the  weighty  and  fair  coDsideralion  that 
one  of  the  three  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Legislature  had 
not  been  asked  to  concur  in  the  vote  of  those  monies.  Necessity 
alone,  a  cause  unforeseen  and  urgent,  the  sudden  sicVaesi  of  the 
Governor,  justified  that  departure  from  principle,  most  dange. 
roXisly  followed  without  any  plea  or  reason  to  excuse  it,  by  roe 
only  of  the  three  powers  (and  that  one  not  the  House  of  Assena" 
bly^  duin^  six  of  the  seven  years  of  the  preseat  administrattoo. 
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Then  cRme  on  that  odJ  year  of  whimsical  administration,  whea- 
Mr.  Monk  having  called  the  Parliament  for  the  J)ispatch  of  Ou, 
siness,  dissolved  it  hefore  the  day  he  hat!  fised  for  its  Dieeting* 
«Dd  when  Sir  Perigrine  Maitland  conveaed  the  new  one  befote 
the  Elections  were  closed,  when  consequeijtly  there  was  no  Par- 
liament.    These  delays  have  been  inJLjrious  to  tfie  country. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  hiscounc  1  had  come 
to  a  new,  violent  and  unprecedented  determination.  lie  has 
made  commoa  cause  with  them,  iheir  fnults have  become  his, and^ 
the  late  dissolution  of  Parliament  and  your  meeting  here  to  day, 
«re  the  lightest  of  the  evils  which  ever  since  have  not  ceased  to 
harrass  the  coimlr)'. 

I  know  it  is  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Governor  to  dis- 
solve Parliament  when  he  thinks  fit. 

But  the  law  supposes  that  in  his  exercise  of  this  power  he 
■hall  always  be  governed  by  reason  and  justice,  not  by  passion. 
It  is  with  this  preiogative,  as  with  the  one  which  leaves  him  the- 
appointment  to  public  offices  under  expectation  that  he  shall 
make  good  choices  ;  as  with  all  other?  bestowed  for  the  general 
Utility,  and  which  will  bring  on  him  deserved  censure  or  praise, 
arcordiog  to  the  improper  use  he  makes  of  them.  Without  yet 
passing  judgment  on  the  last  dissolution,  the  lolly  or  wisdom  of 
■which  will  be  tried  by  the  result  of  the  general  election,  one 
cannot  dissemble  that  this  Province  is  the  only  one  in  which' 
that  violent  remedy  has  been  so  ofien  resorted  to  on  such  frivol- 
ous occasions.  Against  the  intended  purpose  of  those  who  have- 
so  blundered,  it  always  has  produced  the  happiest  result  in  ad-- 
vancing  the  political  education  of  the  country.  The  opj ortanity 
offered  to  call  the  attention  of  numerous  assemblages  o(  the  peo, 
]ile  to  their  dearest  interests,  produces  in  a  country  where  read- 
ing is  not  yet  so  general  as  is  desirable,  the  same  good  that  soon 
■will  be  effected  by  periodical  publications.  On  the  other  hand 
the  waste  of  time  so  hurtful  to  a  cew  country,  the  greater  degree 
of  excitement  attending  forced  elections  brought  on  befure  the 
usual  term,  are  such  a  serious  grievance,  that  the  friends  of  the 
country  always  will  discountenanr^  these  repeated  dissolu'.iors. 
The  unanimous  cry  heard  in  the  Pi  evince  from  county  to  coun- 
ty, from  end  to  end,  *' the  same,  the  same,"  with  regard  to  the 
former  Representatives,  when  they  haie  not  failed  in  their  duty, 
13  most  reasonable  ;  policy  and  gratitude  urge  and  inspire  it.  Oa 
such  occasions  Representatives  who  feel  blameless,  are,  on  the'r. 
part,  bound  fn  honor  to  step  forward  and  offer  their  services, 
DoweVer  inclined  to  withdraw  from  public  life,  if  le'ter  times 
allowed  it.  After  all,  it  is  plain  that  our  odministration  is  much 
laore  formidable  to  the  people^s  rights,  that  it  has  much  less  tc-. 
gard  for  them,  ia  much  more  diffident  of  them  aad  of  their  R^- 
prescotatives  than  any  other,  tince  it  has  so  fre-jucutly  resort* d 
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fo  that  meajure  qnue  unusual  or  of  very  rare  recurreace  in  our 
sister  colonies;  to  that  measure  first  deviseJ,  without  any  fur- 
llierunce  of  tiieir  hopes  and  plans,  by  the  advisers  of  Sir  Jantiea 
Graig',  aad  since  copied  v.  ilh  no  better  chance  of  success. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  first  laid  claim  in  the  session  1820 — 21 
to  a  |)eriii-jnent  appropriation  in  the  following  words — ''I  shall 
also  lay  before  you  accounts  of  the  expenses  annually  incurred 
in  payment  of  the  salaries  and  contingencies  of  the  Civil  Offices 
permanently  established  for  the  service  and  supj)ort  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Goverument  in  this  Province  indudrng;  such  r)ccasioaal 
payments  as  are  unavoitluble  under  it  (charg^e  forty-five  thou- 
sand pouuds  )  To  that  I  shall  add  a  statement  of  the  annual 
product  of  the  permunent  taxes  and  hereditary  territorial  reve- 
nue of  the  crown.'"     (Hevenue  twenty. three  thousand  pounds.) 

"  From  those  documents,  formed  upon  an  average  of  the  list 
six  years,  you  will  perceive  that  the  annual  permanent  revenue 
Is  nut  cq;ial  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  permanent  charge  upon 
the  Provincinl  Civil  List  by  a  deficiency  of  twenty  two  thousand 
pounds ;  aad  I  have  it  in  command  from  His  Majesty  to  say,  that 
Hi?  Mi)j..s  y  having,  fiom  past  experience,  t!ie  fullest  confidence 
in  yjur  loyali  •,  sense  of  duly,  and  attachment  10  the  principles 
of  the  CoMstl(Utioo,  does  not  doubt,  t'lat  you  v.'ill  make  a  proper 
arjd  peruiaoenl  provision  to  sajiply  t'jat  d  fii;itncy,  and  thereby 
enable  him  to  sustain  tlie  Civil  Go.'ernmeul  of  this  Proviu:e 
with  honour  and  with  ad\aotage  to  h:s  subjects." 

This  year,  might  be  seen  amongst  a  fe  v,  more  viole  tt  ani- 
mosity than  ever  against  the  ho  ise,  hi  if  it  were  gudty  of  soma 
very  new  nod  very  great  excess.  Tie  first  iijsta  it  that  pe:a. 
inanent  aid  was  asked,  it  was  repelled. 

Th'-ee  successive  Parliaments  which  have  since  met,  hnrj 
found  in  the  Ropres  ntalives,  uuiformly,  the  same  determ  natio  i, 
that  of  exercising  an  annual  and  efficient  controul  over  the  whole 
of  the  expenditure.  During  the  saUie  period  the  administ  ation 
has  incessiotly  varied  its  dem:tnds,  altered  its  plans.  It  soon 
called  for  approp.iations  during  the  Kmg'slife;  after  which  it 
discovered  the  distinction  of  the  permanent  establishment,  swe!L 
ed  or  contracted  in  vuriouj.  s'tapes  every  yeir  to  the  present  in., 
elusive,  by  casting  out  or  admitting  into  t'na  list  now  one  and 
next  another  deparlm?nf;;tn!,  at  la";},  it  put  ftirth  an  1  aisserted  the 
claim  to  the  ducrclio  lor/)  u;-e  of  a  lar^^e  portion  of  the  pubiio 
income  vvhici  cuts  deeper,  njore  or  less,  into  the  appropriated 
revenue  according  to  the  new  determinHtion  of  each  of  the  Gov- 
ernors. When  first  a  permaoent  appropriation  and  afier.vbrd^ 
one  during  the  Kmo;''s  life  were  asked  from  the  Assembly,  its 
controul  over  the  w  hole  «of  the  revenue  must  have  been  adnnitctJij 
oUierwis3  it  would  have  been  Irilfliog  wuh  t'le  public  and  da- 
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ceivin*  the    [louse  to  hnre  stated  llvit  Ihe  necefsary  supficrneff- 
Tary  nid  wns  only  22,000  pound?,  if  the  appropriated  reveoiie 
could  he  U5ed  at  discretion.     That  Rniount   of  £22,000  rould  be 
stated  only  by  admission  that  the  hranrhe?  of  revenue  produrinj 
j£23,0r0  were  to  be  distributed  in  a  certain  unalterable  manner,, 
otherwise  it  would   have  been  an  illusion  to  reckon  on  the  cer- 
tain and  correct  distribution  of  the  ?iipplementrfry  aid.     And  since 
that  time  it  has  been  proclaimed  that  this  sum  of  £23.000  may 
he  \}?eL]  at  the  discretion  of  his  Majesty's  g^overnmeut,  a  preten-^ 
sion  which  has  nothing  fcM- support  but  a  baseless  fabric  raised  ir» 
the  air ;  for  the  appropriated  reven'^e  is  in  amount  nntrf  rtafn  ;   il 
vp.rirs  trom   yenr  to  year;  it  may  produce  much  more  or  m»Ml> 
les?  than  the  j£23,00G.     Hence  must  the  amnunt  of  (he  necessary 
supplement  ha  uncertain  and  variable  from  year  to  year  ;  pnil 
jt  will  be  the  more   uncertain  since  those  who  have  started  cer- 
tain principles  "pplving  to  local  establishments  and  d  ffering  Iroov 
those  which   thpy  apply  to  perm'ineot  c?ta''  lishment*,   do   not 
Ihemselves  understand  what  Ihey  mean  ;  so  arbitrary  and  ditler* 
ent  have  their  classification  been  every  year.     7  be  first  proposi- 
t'on  of  the  present   Governor  to  the  Assembly  operfed  a  breach 
between  them,  which  daily  widens  more  and  more.     In  1H20  m 
answer  fo  the  speech  opening;  the  session,  the  house  made  hinv 
a(  qua  nted  with  i*s  fixed  determination  m  the  following;  words  ; 
•*  We  should  however  hold  ourselves  to  be  wanting  in  that  sin- 
cfrily  which  is  due  to  the  frardcness  of  your  Excellency's  charac- 
ter, in  that  duty  and  respect  which  we  o  ve  to  our  sovereign  by 
wioae  commands  your  Excellency  has  submitted  the  proposal  of 
an  additional  and  permanent  apiiroi  ri.ition  which,  with  that  al- 
ready made,  would  exceed  half  the  usual  amount  of  the  whol«3 
provincial  revenue, were  We  nol,even  in  (lis  eaily  sta^e  of  the  pro- 
reedings,  most  humbly  to  repfesent,  thai  the  drclnred  sense  of  our 
Constituents,  the  duty  which  we  owe  lo  our  posterity  and  to  the! 
Coristitntion  of  (roi  ernmenl  which  the  wisdom  »nd   beneficence 
of  the   mothe»    country   has  conferred  upon  this  l^rovinee,  toge- 
the-  w;th   the  variable  and   uncertain  future  amount  of  that  re- 
v.?nue,   which,   as    well    a?  our  resources,  depend?  on  a  trade  at 
this  moment  peculiarly  uncertain,  will  prevent  09  from  roakin«f 
any  other  than  an  anmial  appropriation  for  the  general  expend^ 
itire  of  the  Province,  conformably  to  (he  recommendation  of  hi» 
MhjjsIn's   government  as  signified  to  the   Parliament  of  this  pro' 
vince  by    His  F.xrellency  Sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke  late  Gov 
croor  in  Chief,  in  bis  speech  dr livered  from  the  throne  at  tb« 
o}  pniiig  of  the  Seseioft  on  the  7lb  January  1818.'* 

*■  We  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  accept  our  humble  awtt 
rrrce  of  the  unalterable  disposition  of  this  Hovst  to  volt  anmtalllf 
■in  n  confiitutifmal    manner,    according  to    that    recommendatwrtV 
and  to  the  solemn  offer  of  the  Assembly  in  the  year  1810   all  ik* 
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*}f>if!S(ifi/  expeno.fs  of  Jlit  Maje$l_i/'ii  Chul  Governniefii  in  thii 
Cnlony,  in  the  honorable  and  permanenf  support  of  which  none 
fire  more  deeply  and  sincerely  interested  than  his  Mttjesly's  loyal 
subjects  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  r';pre?ent^  or  more  anxious 
"to  merit  the  conlinuafioe  of  the  confidence  which  his  Majesty  is 
graciously  plensed  to  espress  of  our  loyalty  and  duty." 

la  that  ypffr  the  Assembly  passed  an  annual  appropriation  bill  5 
it  had  voted  separately  each  item  of  the  expenditure,  and  seve- 
ral of  the  members  wished  that  the  bill  might  be  fr«med  in  (he 
fama^  det-rtil.  Some  of  the  members  connected  with,  and  ro- 
ceiviu*  their  instructions  frorli  the  adrtiioistraition^  gave  out  thst 
if,  instead  of  ppetjifying  itemp,  the  bill  distributed  the  appropria° 
fion  by  chapter?,  it  mii^ht  be  n^reeable  and  an  end  put  to  the 
difficulties.  Thn  Horse  'vhfch  has  sought  peace  and  hp.rmony 
with  as  much  fervour,  a?  artful  and  designing;  rbcn  have  been 
earnest  \xt  preventing;  thorn,  considciins;  that  this  was.  not  §;ivin^ 
up,  but  appivin;;  in  a  new  shape'  the  principle  for  which  it  con- 
tended, of  iVaving  the  confroul  over  the  whole  expenditure  5 
(Jonfiding^at  that  time  in  thg  discretiori  of  the  Executive  wh-ch  had 
not  yet  run  into  the  e:Htreme3  into  which  it  has  since  fillei)— by 
rfefusin^  to  pay  mnnie?  voted  by  the  House  on  its  call,  and  paying 
at  same,  tiaie  monies  which  the.  House  had  refused  to  vote — 
'passed-  the  B5II  by  ch'ipters  but  for  one  year  only  ;  Ihroush-  t?Ty 
pejsuasion  of  members  having  the  ear  of  the  Governor,  and  who 
gave  it  to  be  uhderatnod  thsil  this  sacrifice  was  a  certain  meam 
of  accommodation.  It  may  be  that  the  Governor  beli(  ved  and 
expec'ed  so.  He  knew  not  yet  the  men  who  unfortunately  have 
always  had  a  gre:i*er  sway  i.i  the  administration  of  the  Colony^ 
tlian  most  of  the  (lovernors  themselves:  he  who  knows  not  how  to 
Ifct  without  their  advice  inevita-bly  falls  into  dependency  on  them. 
'That  bill  passed  by  chapters,  and  for  one  year  only,  supported' 
by  several  indepemlent  members,  was  at  the  same  time  supported 
'by  all  the  members  leaning  to  the  admini.-tratian  (Messrs.  Tas- 
ifehereau,  Ogden,  Davi.lson,  Garden,  R.  Jones,  Oldham,  J.  Jone«, 
^c.)  At  that  time  though  a  permanent  appropriation  had  bcert' 
ssted,  they  did  not  yet  in^egine  that  thut  mode  was  an  unbending: 
constitutional  principle,  or  those  royal  instructions  so  tib^^olutc 
that  a  departure  from  them  by  an  annual  grant  would  be  as  dan 
£ie-ous  as  it  is  given  out  to  be  now  a  days. 

It  was  in  the  same  Session  that,  in  the  council,  were  published 
in  broad  day  the  doctrine«,  the  anxietirs,  the  hopes  and  wishei 
hitherto  shut  up  in  the  hecrls  or  avowed  only  in  the  secret  and 
mysterious  conventicles  of  our  place  holders.  They  drcre^d 
that  forever,  or  at  least  till  a  futurity  so  diftnnt  that  the  strongest 
heads  aqiong  them  could  not  foresee  its  arrival  (yet,  by  the  bye, 
we  have  seen  it  within,  three  years  next  after  their  decree.)— 
'  The  Leg^islative  Council  will  not  proceed  upon  any   bill  of 


'apptoprlntioD  lor  the  Civil  List,  ^vliich  shall ccdIq!D  epecilicatioci 
Iherein  by  chapter  or  items,  nor  unless  the  same  shall  be  granted 
during:  the  life  of  his  Majesty  the  Kiug." 

Iq  1022  the  aid  was  asked  to  be  granted  during:  the  King's  life 
and  no  grjtnt  at  all  r.-as  cnsred,becans8  iu  thht  year  a!,in  Ihepresent 
«jne,  the  Governor  began  to  require  the  Legislature  to  provide 
for  part  of  the  expenditure  ouly,  and  called  but  for  a  supplement 
much  larger  than  the  one  required  iu  the  present  year.  It  was  . 
refused,  but  the  refusal  did  not  then  bring  on  a  dissolution  of 
Pdrlament.  It  did  not  then  raise  up  against  ths  Represenlativea 
the  public  functionaries  with  such  violence  as  v\e  now  see  thefa 
exhibit  ;  they  really  have  become  more  and  more  irascible,  but, 
Ihcy  are  doubtless  now  saturated  and  have  absorbed — their  fall 
of  wrath  — they  can  rbsorb  no  more. 

Thanks  to  the  active  clTurts  of  a  true  tnd  sincere  friend  of  this 
rountr\.  Sir  Francis  Burton,  ihe  Session  of  18'25,  sawhaiDinny 
rest-.jred  between  thc^everal  branches  of  the  J^egislature.  "Was 
it  not  then  a  subject  of  general  cougratulatiou  ?  Those  who  now  , 
■with  fury  denounce  your  IlcpreienlatUes,  were  they  not  as  for- 
ward to  congratulate  you  on  that  event,  rs  they  are  now  violent 
in  utjbraidi.ig  you  ?  Those  unfortunate  diasentioDB  being  settled^. 
ei»  ine  energy  of  tiie  i^egislature  would  in  future  be  directed  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Country  :  such  were  the  fervent  hopes 
and  wishes  nearest  the  heirls  of  your  Representatives.  A  Bill  of 
fipproprialion  for  that  year  was  passed  almost  unnnimously,  two 
members  of  the  Council  only  dissenting— The  Chief  justice  vot- 
ing for  it.  though  beiore  seeing  it,  he  said  he  would  oppose  it, 
and  the  Attorney  General,  after  consultation,  approving  it. 

But,  against  this  act,  is  alleJged  the  existence  of  contrary  in- 
structions then  unknown,  which  ought  not  and  would  not  have 
been  unknown,  had  they  been  left  in  the  place  of  deposit,  where 
it  wa<  necessary  that  they  should  remain.  Strange  instructions 
-which  in  tiie  opinion  of  those  who  secret  them,  ought  to  influ- 
unce  t'le  proceedings  of  the  House  to  whom  their  communication 
is  denied  !  Strange  instructions,  otherwise  understood  by  the 
Minister  who  gives  them,  than  by  those  who  are  directed  to  carry 
them  into  execution!  The  statute  of  1825  is  not  censured  oa  . 
the  ground  that  it  contains  an  annual  appropriation,  but  under 
i;;ie  erroneous  impression  given  in  England,  that  it  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  existence  or  integrity  of  a  revenue  which  is  col- 
lected without  difficulty,  and  the  appropriation  of  which  is  denied 
altho',  when  insufficient  for  &11  the  objects  of  appropriation,  it' 
cannot  be  distributed  without  the  addilic.nal  aid  and  concurrence 
of  the  Legislature.  The  Minister  allows  the  sanction  given  to 
the  bill  nor  does  he  oppose  it  because  its  appropriation  is  only 
for  one  year,  and  yet  we  are  told  in  the  Colony,  that  no  other/ 
appropriation  is  coustilutioniil  save  what  is  granted  during  the 
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-Kin»'«  life.  This  is  not  sound  doctrine,  it  is  !mpns.sil,la  thlit  (be 
.ministers  shouU  have  said  so,  or  that  they  will  not  recaut  wheu 
informed. 

At  th3  lime  that  they  first  »a»'e  iasfraclions  on  this  subject  for 
Lower  Cfvnada,  they  giwe  instructions  for  Upper  Canada.  If  they 
are  contradictory  for  the  two  Province?,— ju?t,  kind,  ccnsonant  to 
principles  for  onr  Sister  Colony  ;  anjus*,  unkind,  contrary  to 
princi}  les  as  to  th's  province,  will  you  cru?r  your  lloprcsentatives 
blindly  to  submit,  or  constitutionally  to  resist?  What  has  beea 
the  prpc'iice  of  Upper  Caaada,  these  last  tea  years?  A  oumber 
of  ihair  officers  including  the  Governor,  Judges,  Crown  officers 
&c.  paid  by  fjn^^land,  are  so  paid  by  the  annual  vote?  of  the 
House  of  Cornmoas  formiog  the  groun«l  work  oi  annual  impeiial 
statutes  of  appropriation.  A  supplementary  airl  has  been  asked 
from  that  Legislature  annuaUj/,  its  House  of  Assembly  is  called 
on  to  make  this  grant  which  has  been  annually  accepted,  fi 
1317  it  passed  an  act  which  I  will  read,  which  sanctions  the 
principles  we  invoke,  which  ought  to  reduce  to  silence  the  re 
bukcs  against  our  Assembly,  of  any  man  who  lays  claim  to  the 
merit  of  being  a  man  of  seu?e  and  a  friend  to  this  country.  la 
that  Province  as  in  thi?,  there  is  a  permanent,  unconditional  ap- 
propriation for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government-  Have 
they  been  accused  of  attempting  to  destroy  that  appropriation, 
when  in  consequence  of  the  a  iditional  aid  they  grant,  they  have 
in  fact  assured  an  efficacious  control  over  the  whole  expenditure  ? 
In  181^  having  received  the  statement  of  the  manner  in  which 
their  gifts  were  distributed  which  in  like  manner  with  ours  are 
given  in  ai  1  of  the  administration  of  justice  and  the  support  of 
the  Civil  Government,  they  declare  their  inrs'iffutiency.  that  the 
sums  neceisary  amount  to  J6l02vll  sfg,  that  jC2005  of  therevenno 
of  the  Crown  are  applir-able  for  those  objects,  that  out  of  tho 
unappropriated  monies  levied  for  the  uses  of  the  Province,  a 
further  sum  of  jC920 I  shall  be  applied  towards  defraying, /or 
the  present  year,  the  following  charges  &o.  The  distribution  ab. 
sorbs  the  two  thousand  pounds  of  appropriated  crown  revenue, 
and  the  statute  terminates  by  the  following  clause.  "  That  an 
account,  with  vouchers  of  all  monies  paid,  be  submitted  to  the 
inspection  of  Parliament  at  its  next  session,  and  that  so  much  of 
the  said  sum  so  appropriateil,  as  miy  remain  unexpended  during 
the  current  year,  shall  be  subject  to  the  future  dispositioa  cf 
Parliament.-' 

This'  practice  continued  for  the.  last  ten  year?,  is  conformable 
(o  the  principles  we  appeal  to.  Sonio  of  the  public  servants  are 
paid  by  the  annual  votes  of  the  House  of  Commonp,  others  bv 
the  annual  voles  of  Upper  Canada,  none  have  their  salaries  Jixed 
for  the  King's  life.  Ought  not  this  fact  cut  short  any  fuiliier 
diacussiou  ?     I  therefore  juay   stand  to  this;  Ihou^jh  I  might  call 
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your  atteutinu  to  the/estreme  folly  of  graulJD»:.for  a  loDg  peiici 
jipprojiriations  out  of  rnncls  which  Qiaj  sudueoly  be  much  reduc- 
ed wilhout  our  partici;jat^C)a. 

I  have  but  a  word  to  add.  The  cfler  of  this  Province  to  pay 
all  the  necessary  expences  of  the  Civil  Government,  is  a  liberal 
offier  made  by  this  Colony  one  of  idl  the  I]n*lish  Continentul 
American  Colonies,  'i'his  colony  pi  oved  its  lilerality  even  so 
far,  as  to  agree  to  retard  the  iull  and  speedy  de\elopeQjent  of  its 
trade,  its  clearings,  its  industry  of  ail  kind,  its  internal  improve- 
ments, so  pressing  in  a  new  country,  by  taking  herself  the  pay- 
ujeut  in  full  of  the  salaries,  a  large  proportion  of  which  Enghmd 
pays  in  the  neighbouring  colonies.  That  otTer  ought  every  year 
to  call  from  our  Governors,  Judges,  Councillors,  the  expression 
of  their  gratitude  to  the  Assembly,  who  pays  them  much  higher 
salaries  than  they  are  paid  in  the  adjacent  Piovinces;  that  offer 
is  one  which  was  made  lo  ao  adminislratioo,  ungrateful,  diffident 
of  ihe  honour  ol  a  people  so  anxious  to  keep  their  word,  as  to 
do  much  more  than  was  necessary  to  redeem  their  pledge.  IJad 
the  Legislature  insisted  on  reducing  the  expenditure  to  what  ij 
was  in  1810,  slill  it  had  done  euougti  to  discharge  its  promises. 
IJad  it  disallowed  all  increase .<>f  expenditure,  ordered  in  the  in- 
terval without  its  leave  ;  on  the  peace,  had  H  discontinued  the 
increase  of  pay  made  during  the  war  ;  had  it  refused  to  continue 
thoie  pensions  formerly  admitted  by  the  government  to  be  a  just 
charge  against  the  Empire,  ntit  against  tJiis  Province^  slill  it 
would  be  free  from  blame.  It  has  been  and  must  continue  to  be 
unbendias:  against  the  giving  up  of  princij)ks.  It  must  not  keep 
up,  and  for  ever  leed  sinecures,  but  as  to  salaries  too  bigh  in 
their  amount  which  it  has  found  thus  j^ranted,  it  thought,  that 
it  might  expect  from  time  and  opportunities  the  gradual  reduc- 
tions whicli  the  coutry  shall  require.  As  a  return  for  its  sacri- 
fices, the  Province  does  not  seek  the  purchase  of  particular  pri- 
V  lei;es,  all  she  asks  is  not  to  be  worseireated  than  Upper  Cana- 
da ii,  to  have  over  the  revenue  raised  on  hec^an  effectual  controul 
without  wh  ch  indeed,  she  has  not  a  free  but  a  despotic  Constilu- 
tioa.  For  whoever  aspires  to  the  discretionary  distribution  of  a 
larjje  portion  of  the  public  revenue,  aspires  by  a  direct  and 
ije.-essary  consequence  to  the  discretionary  j)Ower  of  taxing  the 
jieoplc,  or  else  he  understands  not  himself'*  and  argues  cot  con- 
sequently. 

Tnese  n-e  my  sentiment?,  which  I  felt  bound  to  make  known 
to  my  fellow  citizens  before  I  darod  to  solicit  their  suffrages: 
these  are  my  princi{)les  on  the  Finance  Question,  the  first  and 
KiHin  part  in  the  conduct  of  your  Representatives  ou  which  you 
l)Mve  (o  decide  before  you  re-elect  (hem.  I  believe  that  those 
v.ho  uphold  the  oj>poj:itc  claima  of  the  adaiinislrulion  have  uo 
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f\  gill  lo  your  confidence*  so  as  to  bocome  year  R^preseotiitifey. 
Judge  and  determine. 

But  you  have  a  right  to  a  moreclosp  and  full  investi°:alion  into 
the  conduct  of  those  wFvotn  y«>a  have  sent  lo  l-arliament.  I  hav6 
already  taken  up  so  much  of  your  time,  thwt  I  rnui-t  pas«.  li^hily, 
not  to  trespass  on  your  kind  hKenlion,  over  the  other  miit(er» 
which,  during  the  last  tliree  years,  were  discussed.  You  shall 
«ee  in  the  House  ot  Assembly,  a  lar-^e  mHJnrity  of  Mctnbers  of 
French  descent,  willi  true  ht^ntsl  English  Icehng,  A  rational 
love  of  freedom  regulated  by  law  ;  detereiiee  to  [lublic  opinion; 
eageiness  to  promote  your  interests  and  lorv/ard  your  requests 
when  you  have  made  them  known  by  petitions;  and  stern  resis"- 
tance  tff  arbitrary  power  aspiring  (o  rise  above  the  laws.  Else, 
where  shall  you  see,  a  majority  of  Briturts  I  y  birlh  or  tiy  descent, 
the  constant  condescending  fawners  on  power,  when  it  trampled 
«pon  the  laws  ;  and  throwing  aside  numerous  FBiils  which  you 
desired  &  asked  for  during  many  years  past, &  whic!)  were  render^ 
ed  abortive  by  meats  of  all  other  parties— except  your  Ilepre- 
lenlatives. 

I  will  prefiice  these  observation?  but  by  one  reorafrk,  which  is 
that  there  is  suf.h  a  close  nod  intimate  cont)exior»  between  the 
Members  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Ex* 
"ecutive,  that  they  are  only  different  names  of  the  same  authority. 
That  from  the  one  year  tulUe  other^,.thpy  hfne  l^een  seeo  lo  will 
or  not  (o  will  one  and  the  fame  thing,  at  the  nod  of  the  head 
of  the  administration,  who  hence  tnnsl  bear  a  great  s-hareoi  lea- 
ponsibility,  of  applause  rir  blame  in  the  public  estinialion,  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  in  wbioh  he  drives,  or  according  lo  th« 
conduct  of  those  who  are  in  his  in>med;atc  depr-ndaucc,  lor  lh<i 
preservation  of  tlie  many  lt;craTive  offices  they  fill. 

You  have  lately  read  tlie  list  of  Bills  prepared  and  pAssed  in 
the  House  of  Asembly,  most  of  them  siopt  in  the  Council,  or 
by  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  on  the  refusal  made  this  yegr 
by  the  House  to  graist  an  wdi.tional  aid  of  ^Ig.CtlO,  while  in  for- 
mer years  Iheamouni  of  the  aid  demanded  bad  been  above  tairty 
thousand  pounds.  The  difference  is  not  owing  to  the  determin- 
ation of  the  Executive  to  lessen  the  ex{>cnce«,  but  because 
formerly  it  had  scruples,  as  to  the  amount  of  Iwc-n'y  Ihousaod 
Pounds  a  year,  mo«  e  than  it  has  at  present,  about  preyi.igon  thj 
public  revenue.  Most  of  those  useful  Bills  thiis  denied. to  y^q. 
have  been  repeatedly  adopted  by  large  majorities  in  the  IJouss 
every  year  during  the  last  Parliament;  tiay  f«  me  of  the  most 
useful  and  popular  Ujeasures  l>a\c  hern  adopted  ten,  fifteen  and 
even  twenty  years  sitice.      Eel  us  glnnce  at  sonie  of  them. 

For    instance,  can  dny  ]  ropc.piiion  be  mote  t(afooaf)le  than  to 
have  a  resident  Proviiiciat  Jlj^evi   near  th'-;  scat  of   His  Majesty*» 
<7»rernmeat|  tote«ke  it  tiuquaiijted  with  the  true  state  of  tbf 
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Province.  It  receives  Ihe  secret  advices,  and  in  many  instance* 
the  iDcorrect  information  of  those  who,  while  (hey  accuse  u«, 
contrive  to  hhve  us  judged  Bnd  condemned  without  a  hearing^. 
Thus  was  it,  that  Mr.  Wilmot  Horlon.  could  state  in  Parliament 
that  he  had  by  him  the  most  satisfactory  documents,  which  ena- 
bled  him  to  declare  that  the  Bill  for  the  Union  of  the  Legi>lalnre9 
of  the  two  Canadas,  would  be  most  acceptable  to  the  mnjority 
of  their  inhabitant?.  Such  are  the  misinformations  gotten  f  om 
those  who  from  this  Province  are  heard  and  trusted,  only  because 
ia  secret  they  speak  in  your  name,  put  in  your  mouths,  what  is 
rot  in  your  minds.  "^I  his  just  demand  was  Hrst  made  in  1P.07* 
It  has  since  been  renewed  at  least  ten  times,  and  when  somethinoj 
besides  a  silent  refusal  has  come  from  the  Council,  its  refusal 
has  come  grounded  on  the  observation  that  the  Governors  were 
the  constitutional  channel  of  communication  with  his  Majesty's 
Government.  That  is  ro  answer.  For  though  they  be  one  of 
the  constitutional  channels  of  communication,  they  are  not  the 
only  one  that  ought  to  exift.  It  is  because  in  fact  ihry  hitherto 
have  been  that  y/z/j/ channel,  that  so  many  of  our  just  claims  anil 
petitions,  sent  wjth  commentaries  inimical  to  t!ie  text,  remain 
unanswered.  It  is  because  most  of  our  complaints  having  a  ne- 
cessary reference  to  abuses  arising  from  the  acts  or  pretensiunt 
of  public  functionaries,  chosen  by  the  Govern«»rs,  and  the  advi- 
fers  of  Governors,  that  they  are  dismissed  without  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  care.  At  the  same  time  thot  we 
asked  for  an  Agent  we  did  rot,  like  those  who  deny  us  one,  mean 
to  plead  our  own  cause  ear  pflr/c.  The  Houfe  told  the  Council 
to  make  *'choice  for  their  Agent  of  whom  they  pleased  :  that  it 
might  enjoy  for  itself  the  same  privilege  which  the  Hcase  claimi 
for  the  country,  to  send  their  memoirs  to  their  Agent.  Those 
vrho  fear  nothing  from  the  publication  of  the  truth,  wii-h  it  to 
be  fully  known.  We  feel  confident  of  the  justice  of  the  English 
Government,  go  and  show  yourselves  in  the  best  light  you  can 
before  it,  tut  grant  us  the  same  power."  That  measure  which 
can  only  draw  closer  the  ties  between  the  mother  country  and 
iJie  colony  can  not  be  much  longer  delayed  and  daily  becomes 
more  urgent.  At  last  the  Provincial  Administration  must  yield 
to  the  public  discontent,  but  it  will  do  it  so  late,  with  so  much 
reluctance  and  with  such  a  bad  grace,  that,  in  this  instance  os  ia 
some  others,  it  will  not  gain  credit,  or  deserve  gratitude,  e»en 
for  acts  of  justice. 

A  law  to  cncrense  the  nnmber  of  Reprcseniatives  is  one  of  the 
firf.t  debts  which  the  Legislature  ought  to  pay  to  the  country. — 
The  population  has  nearly  tripled  since  1792.  At  that  lime  fif- 
teen Repieacntalives  onlv  »V€re  allowed  to  Upper  Canada,  who 
now  has  fori y  seven.  At  the  next  general  Election  it  will  pr  o- 
tnbiy  be  ectilied  to  bifo  fifty  %eith  Mfle  mort  then  a  fourth  ^ 
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*ur population.  I's  first  countJes  have  been  div/ded  and  pubdf- 
V  dcd  ;  why  is  it  ihat  we  are  denied  the  feme  edvantftgc?  Why 
IS  il  that  mpn  ia  power,  when  they  are  not  just  towards  us,  should 
expect  that  vPe  should  be  extravagantly  prodigal  in  their  favour? 
VVc  call  for  equal  laws  and  the  same  rule  towards  all  our  fellow 
citizens.  Let  the  men  of  the  frontiers  and  of  the  townships  he 
rated  at  tlie  same,  but  at  no  greater  value  than  ourselves.  The 
Ilepresentive  Body  ought  to  be  increased.  Though  the  value  of 
landed  property  is  much  lower  in  the  new  settlements,  than  it  ii 
in  the  lands  more  improved,  more  fertile,  better  situated  with 
regard  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  yet  as  the  most  valuable  property 
of  a  country  is  the  number  of  is  inhabitants,  let  the  amount  of 
the  population  he  the  standard  by  which  to  regn|ate  and  appor- 
tion the  representation.  This  has  been  the  fair  rule  adopted  by 
Ihe  House  in  its  unavailing  cfforls  during:  the  two  last  Parlia. 
ments  to  increase  the  representation  of  this  Provii;ce. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  under  wliich  the  country  labour?  re- 
sidts  from  the  bad  constitution  of  our  Courts  of  Justice,  from  the 
cnormcus  expeoees  and  delays  attend  ng  the  hearing  and  decision 
cf  causes.  They  were  thus  constituted  thirty  years  ago.  A 
(!rst  step  towards  their  improvement  hns  been  proposed  several 
years  since,  (Granting  effectual  circuits,  at  le^st  in  the  outset, 
J'or  cases  tried  in  the  inferior  term,  would  materially  tend  to  les- 
sen the  exj  ences.  The  introduction  amongst  our  farmers  of  the 
Jury  Trial  to  which  Englishmen  at  home  are  enthusiastically  par* 
tial,  would  be  one  of  the  wisest  steps  we  could  take  towards  fcd- 
vanciog  our  political  education,  and  perfecting  our  moral  edu- 
cation, which  last  is  as  good  as  that  of  any  other  people.  Tha 
English  feelings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  have  induced  it  to 
offer  this  valuable  Loon  to  the  Proviace~\vhich,  nevertheless, 
enjoys  it  not. 

Natural  equity,  pity  for  misfortune  and  poverty,  all  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  humanity  require  that  the  prisoner  arraigned, 
who  till  after  conviction  is  to  be  jiresumed  guiltless,  should  be 
pUovved  in  cases  where  his  life  is  in  jeopardy,  \he  benefit  of  Coun^ 
sel  to  bring  to  his  help  the  means  and  resources  which  the  laws 
had  befoie  har)(}  prepared  for  his  security.  A  law  subtlety  which 
will  have  the  Judge  to  te  the  prisoner's  counsel,  deprives  him  of 
his  necessary  means  of  protection.  The  most  zealous  and  able 
Advocate  instantly  called  to  the  defense  of  an  innocent  mjin  en* 
tangled  by  mere  presLin)ptions  of  guilt,  and  many  false  witnesfe?, 
could  Dot  bin  ays  sa^e  his  client.  In  such  instances  it  could  be 
ouly  frc  m  personal  interviews  with  this  prisoner,  Ihal  he  would 
have  gathered  that  strong  persuasion  of  his  innocence  ;  have  de- 
lected the  clue  to  unratcl  a  mystery  of  iniquity,  which  will  iri- 
rpire  him  with  that  ardour  and  induce  him  to  tho^e  sacrifices  that 
taione  shall  ciuib'e  hiu)  Ip  rescue  society  f(4,m  the  dst5;cr,  from 
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the  irremediable  evil  of  (aking  away  the  life  of  an  inoocent  mas,- 
That  humane  law  offered  by  the  House,  has  not  been  ndonied. 

Under  the  sanction  of  a  {Tovincial  law,  Proltsiant  dissenleri 
xrere  more  than  thirty  years  since  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  civil 
right  (;ouJucive  to  the  well  being;  of  their  families— the  peeping 
by  their  own  uiinisiers,  of  registers  of  t.ajitism,  marriage  hud  bu- 
rial. The  inferior  Courts  had  inlerpreted  the  law  in  their  fa* 
vour.  ^^he  court  of  Appeal  a  covxlili/lire  portion  of  the  Execu- 
tive poiver,  sudttenly  deprivetl  them  of  this  advantage  which  they 
ba.l  so  long;  enjoyed.  'Jlie  word  Trolf  stanl  v/as  restricted  ia  itt 
meaning,  asapplying  cxclufively  to  ihoeeofthe  Protestant  Gstab" 
lished  churches  ;  was  taken  in  a  narrow  sense,  as  )f  an  interpre- 
tion  Irad  been  required  of  a  statute  applicatile  to  Logland  or 
Scotlaud,  and  to  their  ecclesiastical  establishments,  where  the 
national  churches  have  local  exclusive  privileges,  which  they  do 
DOt  carry  with  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  two  kingdoms.— 
Could  such  an  interprelionprevail,  let  tlie  di.«senters  remember, 
Ihat  by  the  Constitutional  act  the  protcslants  may  be  held,  when- 
ever the  king  may  require  it,  to  pay  tiliies  for  the  support  of  a 
Protestant  clergy.  Alone  «ii:t>og  their  fellow  subjects,  could  the 
dissenters  be  loaded  with  the  unequal  and  oppressive  tax,  of  pay- 
ing' salaries  to  churches  from  which  they  would  derive  no  ser- 
vice, receive  no  instruction  .''  They  are  exposed  to  that  calamity 
under  ilie  narrow  interpretation  oi"  which  they  have  complained. 
The  roi.-n'.ry  I  hope  will  never  be  disgraced  by  that  oppression. 
Wilh  what  willingness  did  not  the  House  come  to  their  help, 
with  what  tardy  willingness  have  they  elseichere  acceded  to 
their  ].r;iyers  !  In  i825  the  Bill  passed  by  the  House  in  favour 
of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  was  so  modified  in  the  Council  ihat 
they  coriipiained  that  as  to  them,  it  was  contrary  to  freedom  of 
conscience  and  to  their  civil  rights.  The  L'iil  passed  last  year  in 
their  favour  l)y  the  Huuto,  was  again  modified  io  the  Council  in 
B  maniicr  displeasing  to  them,  bvt  to  which  they  declared  they 
•would  raiher  submit,  than  remain  a  much  longer  lime  un- 
der a  disability,  eminently  hurtful  to  their  religious  and  civil 
rights.  As  they  were  the  parties  mo?t  interesied,  the  House  in 
each  an  instance  was  to  consult  their  wishes  and  abide  by  it,  and 
eo  it  did.  I  do  not  recall  these  circun)stanoe3  to  vin  their  sup- 
port ;  far  from  me  such  an  artifice.  The  House  did  its  duty  to 
them,  and  they  will  do  their  duty  lo  the  community.  If  uuder 
the  j.ersuasion  that  the  IJou?c  has  failed  in  its  duty  iu  many  other 
respects,  they  will  vole  against  those  members,  wlio  though  they 
had  done  them  justice  on  one  particular  occasion,  should  on  ma- 
ny occasions  have  failed  to  do  it  to  the  society  at  large. 

I  recall  these  circumstance?  on/j/  to  declare  mi/  unalterable  creed 
that  men  are  accountable  for  their  faith  and  xoorship  to  their  maker 
6nly,  and  not  to  the  civil  potters;'  that  diversity  of  relijiom  opi« 
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nions  ^hich  createt  no  resistancfl  to  the  latvs,  ou*hl  not  to  l)r 
submitted  to  the  oppression  of  laws  ena'-.ted  merely  to  prohibit 
nnd  punish  it  ;  that  the  same  freedom  in  that  respect,  which  I 
claim  for  myself,  for  my  countrymen,  for  those  who  have  the 
»«me  beliei  with  them,  I  allow  to  those  whose  belief  is  diffcreut  ; 
that  persuasion,  teaching,  the  practise  of  virtues,  the  weight  of 
pood  examples  are  the  Ipgiliniate  means  of  free  conversions, 
without  iiny  im|)rf)per  interference  of  punishment  or  exclusive 
temporal  advanla<;es  offered  by  the  laws  ;  that  the  Governments 
which  without  distinction,  impose  equal  charges  on  all  the  citi- 
zens, owe  them  all  equal  pretedion,  and  a  comoion  participation, 
jo  the  advantage?,  a?  fhey  have  it  in  the  burthens;  in  the  public 
offices  as  they  have  it  iu  tUe  public  contributions  of  the  commu- 
nity- 

A  Bill  better  to  regulate  the  ofice  of  the  Sheriff  must  appear 
to  every  one  the  more  necessary,  after  the  recent  and  ruinous 
bankruptry  which  ws  have  wiinessed.  Such  are  much  more 
ecandalous  when  they  happen  with  public  accountants,  whohava 
monies  only  in  deposit,  than  they  could  be  with  individu- 
als who  borrow  stock  on  speculation  and  who  may  not  have  the 
talent  to  use  it  to  advantage.  In  these  instances  the  creditor  may 
Uy  the  blame  on  himself  for  havin;^  improperly  placed  his  con- 
fidence ;  he  suffers  under  an  act  of  bis  free  will.  But  the  widow, 
the  orphan,  the  head  of  a  family  falling  from  affluence  to  pov- 
erty, because  the  law  has  constrained  them  to  put  in  the  hands 
of  a  public  functionary,  a  deposit  which  is  squandered  and  van- 
ishes, seems  to  have  a  right  to  complain  that  the  social  compact 
has  been  violated  towards  them  ;  thet  instead  of  seeing  the  com- 
bined [lowers  of  men  united  in  society,  brought  into  action  for 
their  preservation,  they  were  brought  into  action  for  their  ruin 
nnd  destruction.     And  such  a  monstrous  evil,  does  it  not  require 

remedy  ?     The  House  has  offered  it — but,   nevertheless,   you 

ave  it  not. 
A  Bill  allowing  the  benefit  of  cession  of  proper'y  would  have 

ocOred   a  debtor  in  hi?  person,   when  free  from  fraud,    without 

xtinclion  of  his  debt,  af;er  lie  had  made  over  whatever  he  owns  ; 
would  redeem  him  from  tne  cruel  vengeance  of  an  unmerciful 
.•redifnr,  from  jierpetual  imprisonment  even  until  death  to 
to  which,  without  that  benefit,  he  might  be  subject.  Ought  the 
law  to  allow  such  immense  power,  such  abusive  trust  to  one  man 
over  another  ?  The  Ht)U£e  has  offered  a  remedy — you  have  it 
nets 

It  is  proper  that  a  magistracy  armed  with  such  extensive  pow- 
ers for  the  protection  of  the  subject  as  are  those  with  which  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  are  invested,  should  be  restrained,  if  by  a  per- 
version  of  the  means  of  public  safety  entrusted  to  their  hands, 
they   might  employ  them  to  the  persecution  of  any  subjec*.     A 

c* 
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<?«'linoation  grounded  on  « he  possession  of  property  vhirh  in 
«-*^Se9  of  evil  doiogs  or  gross  miscoaauct,  would  secuic  m  iodecn- 
»>«^y  to  the  party  aggrieved,  is  the  remedy  which  Viie  viisdoni 
»nd  experience  of  Engluad  have  adopted.  Thi*  lemedy  th© 
bouse  has  copied — but  you  cojoy  it  not. 

Judges  indcptndent  in  their  course  from  any  infiuence  save  the 
action  of  the  laws  and  their  touscionce  ;  secured  iu  the  discJiarge 
of  the  sacred  functions  of  their  august  ministry  acd  enabled  im- 
partially to  sit  in  judgment  between  the  King  and  t lie  subject, 
the  strong  and  the  weak,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  oppressor 
«nd  bis  victioi,  without  fear,  without  hope,  without  any  other 
pasnion  but  the  one  of  minisleriDg  equal  justice  to  all,  were  tho 
judges  whom  the  House  was  i.*jxious  to  see  appointed  over  you. 
iu  iavoui  of  that  class  of  public  functionsries,  it  agreed  to  dc[)art 
from  the  rule  of  annually  voting  their  salaries,  under  the  obly 
condition  that  '.hey  wouUl  be  freed  from  the  many  cunnexioua 
and  bonds  which  chain  them  to  so  many  other  codices,  where  they 
must  fall  under  the  sway  of  other  passions,  other  studies,  other 
views  than  these  wluch  exclusively  ought  to  govern  them  who 
accept  judicial  dignities.  The  unpleasant  idea  of  seeing  the 
Judges  depend  for  their  salaries,  on  the  annual  votes  of  the 
House,  has  been  with  many  supeificial  observers  the  main  cir- 
cunisiance  which  gave  a  plausible  coloui  ing  to  the  exnggeruted 
claims  of  our  admin'stration.  13ut  is  not  (he  idea  much  more 
ttlarming  of  seeing  the  Judges  depend,  not  once  a  year,  but  even/ 
day  vf  every  year^  on  the  pleasure  of  every  Governor  in  tum.^ 
Does  not  that  idea  become  appalling — if  it  is  the  [ree  discussfoo 
of  tlie  Legislative  Councilior,  the  virtuous  resistance  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Councillor,  the  itiilepcndanf'e  of  thn  Con)mis9ioncr,  which 
may  bring  v/ith  it  tlio  removal  of  the  Judge  ?  Is  it  a  vain  theory 
>vhich  may  lead  to  the  fe\ir  that  an  Executive  might  so  Irespas* 
against  them,  ns  to  require  their  ex  parte  oj/inions  on  subjects 
which  might  alterwarJs  become  the  sulject  of  trial  and  discus- 
8IOD  befor'e  them— as  to  cause  the  J  tulges  to  complain  tint  tlie 
opinions  they  had  given  in  secret  had  been  made  public,  learning 
at  last,  but  too  late,  and  teachingjhe  p€<)|)le,  that  they  ought  to 
haie  given  none;  that  they  would  do  enough  for  the  good  of 
the  society  when  thpy  should  jajs  sound  judgments,  without  al- 
lowing; themselves  lo  be  drawn  in  to  give  bad  advice  (m  matters 
of  administratis  n  .''  As  long  as  Ihey  thus  willingly  stibmit  to  the 
greater  evil,  they  need  not  fi^nr  the  lesser  and  more  distant  one, 
the  controul  over  their  salaries  Uy  the  Representative  body. 
This  is  no  new  question.  Who  is  he  so  little  conversant  with 
(he  history  of  the  former  Euglij-h  colonies,  now  the  United  Statei 
of  .'America,  as  not  to  reuiember  how  it  v.a§  argued  agninst  the 
Prilish  Ministry  by  Doctor  Franklin  .'  Me  said  on  bcbf-lf  of  the 
Colonies  whul  w©  repeat  lo  day,  «*  let  us  have  judges  wb«  c»i>- 
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noi  become  political  partisans,  lei  them  not  unite  offices  incctn- 
pHtible  with  their  integrity  ;  let  them  uot  be  all  iit  oi;ie  judgcgy 
anil  Icgislatars,  aod  administrators  ;  let  there  be  no  chhtice  for 
them  to  earn  more,  by  the  trade  of  fawning  courtiers,  than  by 
that  of  impregnable  ex^<»utjders  and  interprelors  ol  tht  laws, 
unj  we  shall  make  them  independent  of  the  annual  votfcs  of  our 
ASbemblief,  Dut  since  yon  aie  willing  that  they  sht.uld  hold 
Iheir  commissions  durinj?  pleasure,  and  not  during  good  behari- 
onr,  do  not  fiuJ  fnult  if  against  the  danger  of  seeing  them  vom- 
biaing  and  leaguing  with  bail  Governors  to  opjiress  u?,  we  pre- 
eerve  the  means  of  punisljir.g,  by  not  paying  thcn»."  7  ho 
tttuodiiess  of  these  doctrines  is  at  present  admitted  on  all  handa, 
but  some  cojitinue  to  quarrel  about  more  money,  and  exceiit'i-na 
ill  favour  of  our  present  jiulges,  as  if  as  soon  «s  such  a  great  evil 
is  admitted  to  exist,  it  ought  not  H)  cease. 

Is  not  an  act  to  regulate  the  office  of  (he  Rereirer  General  most 
necessary?  We  have  been  toid  that  owing  to  the  good  clia.'acler 
oud  large  fortune  of  the  gentleman  at  present  doing  the  duty  of 
that  otiice  no  security  had  t)een  required  from  him.  'I  hat  can- 
Bot  be  the  reason.  For  to  all  public  nffjcts  no  other  but  men  of 
good  chiuiicter  ought  to  be  chosen,  which  offers  much  greater 
tecurity  thari  the  property  re.il  or  in^.aginary  which  they  might 
possess,  and,  nevertheless,  law  and  wisdom  require  tliat  ail  pub- 
lic giccountants  should  give  security  proportionate  to  their  res- 
ponsibility. The  true  reason  is,  that  in  the  deplorable  situa. 
lion  of  the  country,  no  prudent  head  of  a  Amiily  ought  Jo  becoroe 
Btcurity  for  the  Receiver  General;  tince  the  deposit  entrusted  to 
his  bands  has  been  daily  violated  ;  since  the  jaws,  (he  sentry 
posted  at  his  doors,  his  vaults  and  his  strong  bars  have  all  proved 
unavailing,  against  orders  which  have  laid  prostrate  all  thosa 
barriers.  No  security  ran  jiny  longer  be  required  when  (or  so 
many  years  there  liave  been  so  many  large  sums,  reserved  for  the 
disposition  of  the  Legislature,  which  hare  been  ivi^hdrdxcn  from 
their  deposit  in  spilt  of  \he  Legislature.  The  taking  away  of 
those  monies  against  law  was  a  very  great  evil,  the  public  ira» 
morality  which  it  proved,  is  a  much  greater  calamity.  Tl)« 
House  declared  it  held  the  Rer eiver  General  personally  answer- 
able for  what  he  should  pay  wiihout  legal  authority.  Was  it  m 
this  age  and  in  a  civilized  country  that  such  a  self  evident  pro- 
position could  give  offence?  Yes,  it  was  iu  18''26,  in  Lower 
Canada.  It  was  asserted  that  it  was  usurpation  f*)r  the  Assem- 
bly to  declare  that  every  man  must  submit  to  the  aolhority  of 
law  rather  than  to  any  other  authority,  and  it  is  frighiiut  to  thick 
that  it  was  the  Legislative  Council,  including;  Judges  and  Exe- 
tutive  Councilh.j  in  large  numbers  who  proclaimed  «  tlcctrin* 
tubyeraiveof  the  autlionly  of  the  laws,  in  order  to  r«i>«  abovd 
them  oue,  or  severnl  rneo. 
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A  Bill  to  CQipower  the  purchasers  of  real  property  ^i  Shenffs 
Sales  to  keep  in  their  hands  the  adjudicatioD  price,  sod  giving 
tecunly  to  pay  it  to  the  several  creditors  at  any  time  the  Courli 
fhould  order,  would  be  for  their  advantage  as  well  as  that  of  the 
dehtor.  Thus  a  larger  nutiiber  of  biddeis  would  ensure  a  higher 
price — inilrad  of  leaving  iu  the  Sheriffs'  hands  an  unproductive 
capital  to  be  decreaFed  by  their  comaiissicn,  it  would  carry  inter- 
est for  (he  good  of  all  parties  concerned,  but  the  Sheriffs.  Mi- 
Iherto  the.  cause  which  the  Sheriffs  have  lost  in  the  Assembly, 
they  have  won  in  the  Council;  and  the  public's  cause  gained  in 
the  House  is  lost  in  the  Council. 

Such  is  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  good  prepared  every 
year  during  the  last  Parliament  aud  in  former  years  by  your  Re- 
presentatives. If  these  measures  pi  ove  in  them,  correct  notions 
of  Legisli'lion,  vigilant  care  to  j;rnmote  your  best  interests,  you 
will  vole  for  tliose  who  have  upheld,  who  will  continue  to  uphold 
these  measures.  If  30U  believe  that  those  who  havechecked 
their  progress  understand  better  aud  consult  moic-  the  public 
■weal,  you  will  vole  for  men  of  their  choice  and  against  those 
\  ho,  like  me,  are  disposed,  with  redoubled  energy  following 
the  same  course,  to  promote  your  welfare;  who  are  disposed  to 
raise  their  voices  in  complaint  more  loud,  and  in  accusatioDS 
more  free  agiiinst  the  men  and  means  employed  to  prevent  its 
advancement  ;  against  all  those  refusals  tn  which  I  have  advert- 
ed;  against  so  many  oilier  glaring  abuses  upon  which  I  could 
not  animadvert  without  detaining  y()u  during  as  much  and  more 
time,  as  you  have  already  kindly  given  tome.  I  refrain;  I 
thank  you  ;  1  have  ended  ;  unless  soaie  unfair  aggression  against 
the  House  of  Assembly  or  myself,  requires  an  answer. 


SPSS  ch: 

OF  LOUIS  JOSEPH  PAPINEAU,  ESQUIRE, 

]n  reply  to  the  Speech  of  Peter  McGill^  Esqr. 

one  of  the  candidates. 

Welcome  be  the  malevolent  asperjicns  from  that  man  whom 
you  haxe  just  heard  !  They  unmask  him  and  unmask  the  party 
whicli  puslies  him  forward  and  to  which  he  is  chained  ;  a  parly 
moulded  of  the  most  ignoble  j  rejndiccs  and  plunged  into  a  vo- 
luntary inextricable  ignorance  of  the  measures  most  interesllny 
to  your  country.  Their  outrageous  revilinga  prove  that  those 
men  have  made  their  choice  ;  that  they  mean  to  live  as  strangers 
iLmoD^st  us  ;  that  they  delight  in  fabricating  calumnies  against  up, 


id  order   lo  have  a  pretext  v^bereon  to  feed  that   hatred   which 
they  bear  toNvards  us.     Suc-h  are  (heir  titles  to  your  suffrages  ! 

If  there  be  one  class  in  this  cc.fiimunity  which  more  thaa  ano- 
ther ou^'h',  with  ihe  tumoi^t  «liIigouce,  to  study  public  transac* 
tions  in  orJer  to  save  them  from  the  most  ludicrous  blunders.  Id 
order  iHrI  they  may  learn  with  exaclness  and  repeat  with  truth 
whatever  Ijas  been  faid  and  dune  by  all  and  each  of  the  constitut- 
ed uulhorilie.s— it  is  that  cla?s  which  is  comrosed  of  those  among 
the  Etjropeitns.  who  separate  themselves  from  us,  who  on  all 
eides  trumpet  fortli  tiieir  pretended  gjreat  knowledge  and  their 
pretended  mighty  cajntals,  which,  ihey  would  have  us  believe, 
should  render  them  all  important  ia  this  our  infant  country, 
where  they  give  themselves  out  as  such  great  men  ;  who  are  re- 
proaching us  inces-anily  with  igmirance  and  indifference  respect- 
ing questions  of  •:(tvernment  aixl  [legislation.  How  mortifying 
to  them  would  it  he,  to  find  thai  they  are  far  in  the  rear  of  those 
for  whom  they  are  exhausting  themselves  in  suclj  pathetic  exhor 
tations.  As  for  me  who  have  had  views  sufficiently  close  of 
those  whom  they  call  the  best  arjiongst  themselves  in  this  Pro 
vince,  I  know  tiiat  there  are  very  many  of  my  eoun!rym.?n  \\'ho 
iiiay  well  walk  by  iitiy  of  them  vviihout  lowering  their  head, — 
The  man  whom  you  have  just  now  heard,  is  one  of  their  best 
samples;  the  united  efforts  ol  many  fellow  labourers  have  pro 
bably  prepared  his  lesson,  and  yet  you  see  that  he  apparently 
considers  as  true,  since  he  [jromulgaies  as  a  discovery  entirely 
new  to  him,  and  asserts  with  wonderful  courage,  follies,  refuted 
years  ago,  and  whi<;h  you  have  a  hundred  limes  read  and  despis 
ed  in  anonymous  writings.  Those  ephemeral  productions  usual 
ly  witherand  peiishalthe  instant  of  their  birth.  In  vain  does 
Mr.  iMcGiU  strive  lo  bring  them  back  to  life  and  to  prolongtheir 
painful  exi.<teote  by  becoming  their  GoJ-falher,  giving  them,  as 
it  were,  his  own  naue  ;  as  if  to  launch  them  into  the  world  un 
der  a  new  name  was  all  that  was  requisite  for  advancing  them  t« 
fortuoe  and  honours.  But  it  often  happens  that  this  is  only  to 
change  the  livery  and  the  colors,  and  that  in  spite  of  that  Irafic 
of  tJie  old  name,  no  greater  respectability  is  obtained  under  the 
new. 

I  havo  read  but  a  few  days  since,  under  I  do  not  recollect  what 
newspaper  signature,  the  very  same  pergonal  attacks  against  me, 
in  which  the  new  candidate  deals  with  so  much  complacency. 
I  rejiiice  that  I  have  now  one  to  whom  1  can  reply  ;  I  would  have 
disdained  answering  one  unknown.  We  at  last  have  found  out 
the  father  of  this  numerous  illegitimate  progeny,  whose  defor- 
mity ami  uijliness,  had  to  this  day  prevented  them  from  being 
openly  embraced  in  the  jiattrnal  aims.  Those  rickety  cast. off 
bastards,  hitherto  a  scandal  and  a  charge  on  our  community, 
Diuft  no  lou°;er  remain  under  its  care,  smce  he  is  found,  who  at 
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lai  conjents  (o  acknowledge  his  oCTj^prinjf,  the  fiuils  of  hig  iucoa- 
iinency.  Let  him  support  (hem  at  his  own  cofl  «nd  8h«me, 
They  «ro  all  his,  or  if  he  be  too  weak  lo  have  eugcndered  thera 
r11  ;  if  it  is  above  tlie  strength  of  one  niun.  fo  to  tmihirly  hioisoif 
in  so  iiu  t.erous  n  projjcny  ;  he  must  however  have  found  io  Ihtm 
iill  a  bk&De--s  with  wliich  he  ji  so  lakeiJ,  that  it  has  induced  hitn 
to  bet-ome  their  adopted  la\her;  to  associate  th(ni  to  the  gloiy, 
tiie  illujlr iousoc-ss  of  bis  name  and  family,  by  the  legal  means  of 
adoption.  One  must  spare  the  sensil.iiity  of  a  convalescent  by 
n'»t  drag;Mng  to  tlie  light  belore  him  and  portraying  in  their  true 
tylours  and  native  hiUtou?ness  all  those  dear  object;'  of  his  love. 
It  is  enough  to  answer  to  ha  dialribts  if  this  day,  that  he  ought 
to  blush  awd  retract. 

And  first  of  all,  gentlKmen,  that  man  who  prcachf:s  to  others 
cooslstcn<  y  with  so  much  fervour,  gives  yc>ii  a  most  singular 
proo:  of  his  own  inconiiSlency.  lie  is  one  of  those  zealots,  wh« 
j^reach  so  much  of  wliat  is  evil.  At  a  recent  period  after  the 
faults  with  which  he  upb  aid?  me;  a  few  days  at'ter  that  Sesssion  of 
I'arliament  ia  wiiiih  in  his  eyes  I  he  ame  guilly  of  such  great 
political  incoiisifteufies,  he  came  to  the  Poll  and  voted  for  ta^. 
Three  years  a!ter  that  o;  eu  i.ppro\al  of  my  public  conduct  he 
comes  most  virulently  to  censure  it,  for  acts  ilooe  prior  to  his 
upproval.  J  lettUy  pity  him,  jf  he  ))as  during  three  years,  felt 
the  pangs  of  remorte,  fi»r  having  contributed  lo  give  you  a  Re 
jireseutative,  deserving  less  than  himself,  that  high  distinction. 
Uul  no,  his  repentance  is  of  more  recent  date  ;  his  virtue  becomes 
Kustcre  and  splenetic  on  the  day  of  Election,  when  he  is  perst.n 
iilly  interested  and  stands  a  candidate  At  the  last  Poll  he  knew 
BS  well  as  at  this  day,  those  heavy  misdeeds  of  his  Representative 
unless  he  acknowledges  himsell  for  a  mutiso  frivolous,  so  inuttea 
live,  so  much  a  stranger  to  public  concerns,  that  he  truly  deserve; 
that  you  should  judge  him  nndestrving  of  ever  being  called  to 
manage  them. — Or  again,  unless,  he  tells  you  with  a  capt^^ting 
artless  innocence,  that  he  tiieo  thought  too  lightly  of  my  rflktucej, 
that  ciicuQistHUces  are  no  longer  the  same ;  tliHt  he  tl^i  ftlt 
concern  for  your  interests  alone,  while  now  he  feels  for  his  owo 
vanity;  and,  as  he  has  just  now  stated,  with  the  charMterestic 
elevation  of  his  snul,  tlwit  cJiarily  begins  al  home. 

It  must  have  been  distressing  lor  so  well  bred,  polished  a  g^en 
tlemau  as  Mr.  iSrCill,  no  doubt,  pretends  to  be — to  find,  when 
attacking  an  adversary  who  has  s«t  twenty  years  in  railiamcut, 
that  charges  against  him  of  public  niiscouduct  were  so  difficult  to 
be  devised,  that  he  could  not  spare  that  imputation  breatliiu^j 
hatred  and  low  personalily,  which  he  lays  to  my  charge.  That 
grossly  erroneous  injputation  leprosents  trse  to  be  iiifluenred  io 
my  vote  respecting  the  Speaker's  salary,  First,  ty  a  feeling  of 
«:i)*y  lowartis  Mr.  VallitJ.-cf,  sod  next  by  dirty  eelf  iulertst.     If 
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t  haro  been  g'nilly  of  snch  dejjradin^  comlucf,  I  am  the  meanest 
ttf  mrn.  But  if  the  imputation  be  without  "fround?,  it  is  th* 
indiscreet  and  inconsiderate  nian  who  has  brnnoh*  such  ftn  ncca- 
fatioo  and  cannot  make  it  good,  that  you  will  hold  in  contempt. 
Let  U3  weigh  the  chiirge. 

Mr.  McGill  learn?,  and  learns  r,o  morp,  from  the  jo'jrnal?  of 
(he  House  of  Assenjbl)',  liinl  in  1824  I  was  in  con>mon  with  (he 
Ditijorily,  active  in  obtaining  a  rediiclion  of  twenty  fire  per  cent 
on  Mr.  Vyilicres  salary.  It  would  lie  less  shameful  for  Mr 
McGill  not  to  be  able  to  lead  at  all,  than  to  be  able  to  read  and 
to  read  with  such  singular  partiality,  lo  the  middle  of  many 
printed  pages  whii-.h  it  wii?  necei^sary  fir  him  to  read  and  consi- 
der well,  that  he  mi»ht  become  acquaiuted  with  a  subject  on 
Vkhifrh  he  meaut  to  speak  iu  public,  he  has  had  the  clevernefsr,, 
fer  his  intended  altaik  on  me.  to  tumt'Ie,and  lay  his  finger  on  the 
only  five  linrs,  which  he  thinks  innke  for  him,  {?ecause  he  does 
not  understand  them  ;  and  he  never  tronbiea  himself  in  tha 
least,  with  what  precede  and  what  follows  those  Hops.  Is  lhcr« 
nny  good  faith,  delicacy,  justice,  or  eveti  prudence  in  such  stiper^ 
ficrial  reading  ?  Well  ;  he  has  done  stdl  worse  than  Ihaf,  he  hai 
not  opened  the  book.  It  is  most  likely  lliat  he  has  confined  hii 
studies  to  the  hasty  jterusal  of  tales  published  in  some  roeicenary 
jB^Bzettes,  and  then  comes  gravely  to  narrate  to  yon,  as  the  disco- 
very of  his  deep  researche?,  and  the  conviction  forced  en  hi% 
Diind  by  close  attention,  the  nnojnarded  falsifications  or  willful 
ealumniesof  newspapers,  hit  likely  that  Mr.  MntSill  would  have 
come  foiward  with  such  fou!  aspersions,  would  havegiven  thorn 
to  you  as  true,  witliout  having  consulted  with  some  frinds  ;  no-t 
at  all,  by  their  advice,  with  their  consent,  and  acknowledgement 
has  he  uttered  them.  And  yet  he  moves  in  the  circles  of  tho?o 
who  pronounce  themselves  to  be  the  first,  the  best  society  ;  who 
seem  to  have  the  amplest  means  support  newspapers  with  a  view 
to  make  known  respecting  public  men  and  public  measures  the 
l»hole  truth  ;  end  who,  ne<  erlheless,  labour  onder  such  palf)able 
misapprehensions  as  he  has  this  day  retailed  and  delivered  to 
you.  This  \ery  accusation  has  been  refuted  years  ago,  but  wa 
BuCer  the  disgust  of  living  m  a  state  of  society  wherein  thoje 
men  who  wish  to  domineer  over  us,"  nre  so  ungenerous  that  in 
regard  to  the  people  of  this  province,  they  are  unwillinjj  to  bear 
the  pro  and  con  ;  that  in  rej^ard  to  its  Ilouse  of  Assemby  they 
never  glance  at  a  paper  written  in  its  defense  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary are  for  ever  willing  to  pay  and  encourage  those  who  are 
incessantly  engaged  in  hciiping  slander  on  its  proceedings.  The 
editors  in  their  pay,  are  thus  under  necessity  of  perpetual  deal, 
ing  in  calumnies,  to  minister  to  the  depraved  taste  of  their  pro- 
ttctors.  What  is  really  the  fact?  That  in  1824  the  recent 
b&ckruptcy  of  the  Receiver  Gotier&l,  the  depressed  «tbt9  of  trade 
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Hrhlch  raised  Rppreheniions  of  a  diminution  in  the  reremi*,  rTj« 
bfcessity  for  the  first  trme  to  open  a  public  loan,  induced  lh« 
Assenobly  to  adopt  the  resolution  tn  reduco,  by  twenty-five  per 
cent,  all  salaries  higher  than  tuo  hnnUreJ  a  year.  That  rule 
was  uniform  and  the  same  for  ail  otTicet?.  In  surh  oirpwmstances 
what  malicious  feelin*  can  have  induced  Mr.  .McGill,  to  see  in 
my  vote  any  thing;  persona!,  any  thin;;  envion?  towari's  Mr.  Val- 
Jifirts?  That  Gentleman  of  tlie  bti^'hlest  tiilen!?  atiil  most  tran- 
Bccndant  abilities  will  shine,  in  •whsitr-vcr  the;itte  he  n^ay  le  em^ 
ployed  in  or  out  of  the  Provitice.  Cnnndian?,  with  any  elevation 
of  mind,  will  never  be  jealous  of  one  ano;her.  'I  he  outlandish 
•dministrati<»n  of  Lower  Canada  may  nejfle*  t  tl.e  talVtils  which 
our  country  produces  when  it  does  not  peisecute  tliei=ri.  That 
injustice  we  have  alrealy  sern.  I  do  not  share  in  the  g^niH. 
The  reduction  voted  in  1024  reached  tiie  emolument?  of  lh« 
Governor,  of  the  Judje?,  of  oiher  public  functionaries.  If  those 
ufthe  Speaker  of  the  House,  had  not,  at  the  same  time,-  been 
reduced  in  the  same  proportion,  with  wh.-»t  ronfi  lence,  how  tri. 
umphantly  would  now  ,Mr,  McC  ill  and  his  friends,  and  all  the  sy- 
cophant flatterers  of  the  auininislralion  come  forv/ard  with  a 
charge  the  very  oppo.ite  to  t^al  which  they  now  brinj;  ?  ''  Wh&t 
shorkin*  partiality,  would  they  say,  did  yoit,  i\h>n^  with  tho 
other  Representatives,  evince  when  yon  afleniptcd  to  reduce  tho 
unlaries  of  all  others  and  spured  that  of  the  tjpeidier  .?"  And  I 
tell,  you.  Gentlemen,  beware  o(  those  who  thus  in  the  same 
brealii  may  blow  warm  or  may  blow  cold  at  the  call  of  their  pas- 
$ion?. 

But  then,  says  Mr.  McGill,  in  1825,  Mr,  Papinean  havin»  been 
elected  Speaker  it  was  no  h.ngtr  proposed  to  reduce  the  salnriei 
nf  (hat  office.  Where  has  he  jj.iupd  this  pfece  of  information.'* 
In  the  Newspapers  or  in  tlic  Journals.''  WhHl  !  has  .Mr,  McGill 
opened  another  volume  o/  tho  Jonmais  and  not  become  in  hi« 
second  reading:,  more  clear  si^^hted  tlian  he  h^s  been  in  his  first.' 
What  !  amid  many  printed  pa^:P9  detailmj:  the  voles  of  the  As. 
Fembly  on  all  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  •;overnment.  he  once 
more  tumbled  on,  and  laid  his  fino;£r  on  the  only  five  linei  relat, 
ii.g  to  the  Speakei's  salary,  without  sceinj;  what  preceded  and 
what  followed:'  A  line  above  and  a  line  under,  and  he  would 
have  learnt  that  nosaiaiif  ?  were  prop«)fed  lo  be  reduced  in  that 
.  year.  But  he  will  not  trifle  with  his  lin)o,  an<l  learn  such  things, 
though  he  will  talk  abou  them.  In  this,  bcsidrs  proving  his  deep 
jo-norance  of  what  has  tid<pn  place  in  the  Ilotise,  he  moreover 
proves  his  ignorance  of  what  public  justice  anil  honesty  lequire, 
when  he  imagines  that  I  may  lin\e  voted,  or  ou^ht  tn  have  de- 
bated in  1825  on  the  vote  to  grant  sr»!::ires  to  tlie  Sjieaker,  while 
1  was  honoured  with  the  olfice.  fie  is  then  deaf  to  a  voice  wliich 
cries  or  ou«;bt  to  cry  to  him,  that  if  ever  he  should  chance  to  sit 
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ia  the  House  and  that  there  should  come  a  qaeslion  in  trhich  he 
'SToald  have  a  personal  pecuniary  interest,  decency  ought  to  en- 
gage him  to  retire  from  the  debate,  during  that  discussion.  If 
he  knew  not  how  to  do  so  ot  his  own  accord,  he  would  soon  be 
taught  that  he  should  do  it.  With  much  greater  reason  will  th« 
man  whom  the  House  honours  with  its  confidence,  thus  show 
his  respect  for  it  and  for  himself.  Never  at  any  time,  never 
either  privately  or  publicly  have  I,  as  Representative,  spoken  a 
word,  or  moved  a  step  through  the  desire  to  please  or  the  fear  lo 
offend,  with  a  view  to  ray  own  personal  advantage.  If  in  1825, 
there  were  any  debates  on  the  vote  for  the  salary  of  the  Speaker, 
I  was  bound  to  be  mute  if  in  the  chair,  I  was  bound  to  withdraw 
if  in  a  committee.  If  any  one,  friend  or  foe,  can  piove  that  I 
■erer  ultered  a  word  to  any  mnn  in  my  own  favour  as  to  the 
•alary  to  be  granted  to  me  as  Speaker,  let  him  ascend  the  Hust- 
ings and  overwhelm  me  with  disgrace,  and  I  most  then  go  dowa 
for  ever  dishonoured.  If  no  one  can  say  so,  let  him  who  in  at- 
tempting to  deceive  you  has  insulted  you,  make  bis  apology  to 
you.  As  to  the  salary  of  the  Speaker  as  well  as  of  all  others, 
the  House  is  to  be  governed  by  general  considerations,  indepen- 
<3ent  of  any  feelings  of  ill  or  good  will  to  the  occupants.  It  must 
give  more,  or  less,  or  Bolbing,  according  as  the  public  good  may 
require.  1  will  only  add,  that  I  shall  not  fall  into  the  absurdity 
into  which  the  administration  blindly  runs,  and  Mr.  McGill 
blindly  after  it,  contending  as  they  do  that  the  Constitotion, 
which  on  their  own  admission  allows  the  Assembly  annually  to 
!fix  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  Speaker  and  a  few  more 
functionaries  of  the  Civil  Government,  would  be  violated,  if  it 
exercised  the  same  right  ?.3  to  Ihose  of  the  Governor  and  some 
other  officers  of  the  Civil  Government. 

The  second  great  offence  which  it  seems,  has  made  me 
unworthy  of  the  continuance  of  the  favour  with  which  good  Mr. 
McGill  was  so  kind  as  to  contribute  to  honour  me  in  1824,  is  my 
rote  in  1823  on  the  Canada  Act.  The  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  says  Mr.  McGill,  has  violated  our  Constitution.  Yet  it 
i«  the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Adnainistralion  to  enforce  enactments 
which  the  Ministers  have  adopted  at  its  suggestions.  No  doubt 
in  order  that  you  maybe  reinstated  in  your  rights— you  require 
aj^ainst  the  administration,  undaunted  champions,  such  as  he  is 
likely  to  shew  himself  in  company  with  the  colleague  with  whom 
he  associates  I  It  is  very  easy  matter  for  Gentlemen  so  indepen- 
'tlent  as  these  are,  to  oppose,  without  fear  of  the  consequences, 
an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliameat,  by  a  few  well  arranged  phrases 
that  shall  be  followed  by  nothing  else,  provided  they  redeem 
themselves  from  the  fearful  hazards  to  be  apprehended  from  that 
excessive  temerity,  by  exce?sive  praises  in  honor  of  a  Governor, 
within  reach  uf  hearing  them.     A  warm   day  of  Election   wij| 
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frequently  blow  up  a  host  of  such  brare  defenders  of  the  people's 
rights,  'whosee  the  skies  all  sunny,  heautifil  and  sereae,  sare 
one  small  speck  at  the  most  distant  pdiul  of  the  horison  and  who 
a  (ew  hours  after,  see  it  transfoiined  iolo  thick  black  clouds 
©vershadowiog  the  bright  face  of  the  heavens,  loaded  with  fiery 
•lements  of  devaslatiou,  lowering;  on  a  derbted  country  in  thun- 
der and  ruin,  and  sweepiug  away  its  inhabitants  to  certain  des- 
truction.* Such  are  the  appalliDg:  evils  which  await  you,  says 
the  terrified,  and  terrifying  Mr.  McGill,  in  consequence  of  the 
inconsiderate  resistance  of  your  Ilejjresentatives,  to  the  will  of 
your  Governor,  backed  by  Colonial  Ollicers  who  share  with  hin 
in  your  Revenue,  under  the  snn«'tiou  of  a  minister,  who  has  no 
more  right  to  give,  than  they  to  receive  it,  independently  of  the 
Provincial  Legislature.  Yet  it  is  the  very  seme  man  who  repre- 
sents to  you  our  resistance  to  ihe  moaner  power,  as  pregnant 
■with  so  many  evils,  as  a  most  inconsiderate  temerity — who  rises 
in  array  to  fight  it,  when  in  alliance  with  the  greater  power. 
He  has  spoken  to  you  only  of  his  debilitated  body  ;  he  might, 
with  reference  to  this  subject,  have  spoken  of  some  other  de- 
bility. 

He  accuses  me  of  having  submitted  to  an  act  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  which  that  same  Executive  must  carry  into  execo- 
tion,  that  at  this  crisis  must 'be  supported,  say  those  who  with 
his  own  conset,  bring  forward  Mr.  McGill  !  here  then  was  an 
instance  in  which  I  have  acted  in  that  way  which  must  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  adminiflralion,  and  for  this  solitary  mis., 
conduct  are  you  to  punish  me  so  uaciercilully  as  Mr.  McGill 
wishes  .'  Yei,  you  should  doubtless  do  so,  if  even  in  one  solitary 
instanee  1  should  act  in  a  manner  ttie  least  injurious  to  your  in- 
terests,  with  the  motive  of  pleasing  the  administration.  Th« 
alledged  vote  so  much  censured  is  tiue,  and  it  is  not  the  only  one 
which  might  be  adduced  to  prove  that  I  have  never  exercised  a 
blind,  passionate,  perpetual,  systematic  opposition  to  the  views 
of  the  administration.  Would  to  God,  it  was  often  in  the  right ! 
with  pleasure  would  I  support  it.  But  in  the  alledged  instance 
■f- thought  it  right  to  Dear  for  a  while  with  an  evil  wIUL'h  1  could 
pot  prevent. 

The  Canada  trade  art  infringes  on  our  rights,  unjustly  modi- 
fies our  Constitutional  act  wjthont  our  consent,  yet  I  refused  to 
join  with  others  in  importuning  Parliament  with  complaints  a- 
gainst  it,  at  a  time  when  I  strongly  felt  and  knew,  that  they  would 
b«  unproductive  of  any  good;"  though  I  declared,  as  I  still  de- 
cUre,  that  I  shall  be  t  esdy  to  remonstrate  at  any  time  when  I  may 
foresee  any  chance  or  even  faint  hope  of  redress.  To  meet  the 
uecessities  of  war  we  had  encreased  the  taxes,  aiding,  with  %ll 
pur  power  and  ail  our  zeal,  to  repel  the  enemy  ;  on  the  return 
oC  peace  we  deemed   those  taxes  unnecessary    for  th«   publi* 

— *  This  alludes  to  a  bombasUc passage  in  Mr,  M'GilVs  speech. 
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wants  of  Ibe  Province  and  hurtful  lo  its  trade,  and  we  discon- 
tinued them.     They  have  been  revived   by  the  Parliameat  of 
Great  Britain  wherein  we  are  not  represented,  and   which  had 
solemnly  pledged  itself  not  to  tax  the   Colonies.     We   are   un. 
gratefully  maltreated,  and  so  long  as  that  enactment  subsists  we 
have  a  rightful  cause  of  complaint.     To  that  effect  did  I  speak 
to  his  Majesty's  Aliuister  and  lo  some  of  those  distinguished  mena- 
bers  of  the   House  of  Commons  who  had  protested  against  his 
unfair  Union  Bill,  still  commended  by  Mr,  McGill  and  by  which 
Lower  Canada  was  thrown  upder  suiyection  to  Upper  Canada, 
ma  far   more  degrading  degree  than  it  is  by  the  Canada  trade 
act.     In  thu3  remonstrating  with  them  I  hare  done   much  more 
towards  itsiepeal  than  Mr.  McGill  does  by  hislurtile  talk,  pre., 
pared  for  show  on  a  day  like  this,  and  as  a  nostrum  to  cure   you 
of  the  injury  inflicted  by  that  act,  for  which  I  grieve  more   than 
hedoes.     But  when  I  had  learnt  from  the  mouths  of  Minister*! 
and  Members  that,  as  to  that  measure,  they  were  not  disposed  to 
retrace  their  steps  ;  that  they  did  not  consider  they  had    broken 
their   plighted   tailh  not  to  tax  the  Colonies,  but  had  prevented 
the  return  of  difficulties  between  the  two  Provinces  ;  ti3at    such 
a  power  must  be  vested  in  t^ie  supreme  authority  of  the  Empire  ; 
and  that  it  was  reserved,  when,  for  their  mutual  advantage,  they 
bad  divided  i.i  two  portions,  one  territory,  which  continued,  af- 
ter a  useful  political  separation,  to  have  multiplied  lies  and   con- 
uections  established  by  nature,  had  it  not  been  a  miserable  mad- 
ness in  me,  to  rush  headlong  against  an  adamantine   rock.     I   see 
in  futurity  interests  more  powerful   than  the  eloquence  of  Mr. 
McGill— whidi  i?  not  demosthentic  or  magical— that  shall  act  in 
concert  to  call  for  the  repeal  of  that  law  ?  I  wait  for  the  day  when 
their  voices  united  to  ours,  shall  rise  in  efficacioos  prayers. 

After  all,  under  what  circumstances  was  it,  that  those  taxea 
were  revived  ?  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  continued.  Up- 
per Canada  had  assumed  the  engagement  Insecure  pensions  to 
her  wounded  Militia  men,  and  to  the  Jamilies  of  those  who  fight- 
ing for  the  commoa  salety,  had  fallen  in  battle.  These  pensions 
she  could  no  longer  pay  when  that  expected  source  of  revenue 
was  dried  up.  ll  there  'vyas  one  debt  more  sacred  than  another, 
it  was  the  price  of  blood  spilt  for  the   Country     Upper  Canada 

complained  that  she  was  dis^xbled  to  keep  her  sacred  promise. 

She  desired  that  the  Legislature  of  this  province  should  be  in- 
formed that  she  carried  her  cause  before  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
Our  administration,  whose  praises  Mr.  Mc(iill  chaunts,  was  of- 
ficially informed  of  thisdurmg  the  sitting  of  our  Parliament  and 
yei  our  administration  gave  our  Parliament  no  intimation  there- 
of. Appearances  of  being  in  the  wroug,  without  any  fault  of 
ours,  wete  against  u.s.  Upj  er  Canada  with  all  the  appearancet 
of  being  in  iho  right,  and  w-Ih  an  agent  sent  lo  England,  im. 
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proved  and  upheld  her  claims,  by  all  the  plausible  expari'e  coO* 
aiderations  she  could  adduce  before  Parliament,  sitting  as  judge 
and  deeming  itself  competent  on  this  question.  Upper  Canada 
carried  her  point  and  obtained  a  final  determination ;  -which  is 
illegal,  which  is  most  dangerous,  because  the  same  power  may 
carry  its  pretensions  a  step  further,  but  which  is  not  unfair  in 
JtBelf,  as  to  the  mode  of  regulating  the  distribution  of  a  commoa 
revenue,  by  the  sentence  of  disinterested  arbitrators.  The 
other  enactments  lessen  our  facilities  to  lay  new  taxe?.  If  in- 
jurious they  are  much  more  so  to  Upper  Canada,  "who  called  for 
the  act,  than  they  are  to  us.  Those  who  have  desired  them 
•will  be  the  first  to  complain  of  the  evils  they  have  brought  upon 
themselves  so  soon  as  they  shall  cease  to  be  the  dupes  of  their 
administrators.  Upper  Canada  might  readily  raise  her  revenue 
on  all  the  ^oods  she  consumes,  at  their  entrance  into  her  terriio,. 
ry.  Contiguous  lo  the  United  States,  on  a  line  much  more 
extensive  than  her  Lower  Canada  frontier,  she  raises  a  revenue 
on  her  importations  from  our  neighbours.  She  might  raise  it 
•with  greater  ease,  and  with  our  hid,  on  her  importations  from 
this  Province,  There  could  no  longer  be  causes  of  difficulty 
between  the  two  ^i3ler  Cofonies  under  that  arrangement.  She 
cannot  fail  soon  to  understand  that  it  is  for  her  interest  to  be 
rather  just,  than  greedy;  not  to  endure  an  arrangement  under 
which  she  may  lose  or  win  two  or  three  thousand  pounds,  at  the 
risk  of  not  encreasing  her  revenue  to  the  amount  of  ten  ortwelve 
thousand  pounds  when  she  might  want  it;  at  the  risk  ef  being 
daily  more  and  more  misgoverned,  when  she  can  offer  no  advan- 
lage  lo  her  administration. 

The  administrations  of  the  two  Provinces  will  be  more  early 
than  the  people  in  asking  for  new  taxes.  At  no  distant  day  when 
they  shall  be,  or  shall  imagine  that  they  are  in  want,  instead  of 
opposing  our  remonstrances  against  that  act,  as  they  would  ine- 
vitably do  at  present,  they  will  seek  reconciliation  with  the  Re- 
preseutatire  bodies,  seek  for  peace  us  they  now  seek  for  war,  for 
dissentions  by  which  they  profit ;  and  ihe  united  wishes  of  the 
]>eople  and  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  two  Provinces, 
will  be  made  known  to  Parliament  >?ith  the  certainty  of  success. 

There  have  been  circumstances  in  which  resistance  to  that 
authority  has  been  the  duty  of  other  Colonies;  I  hope  it  will 
never  become  ours.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  do  be  either  ur- 
gent or  prudent,  0,2  account  of  the  Canada  Trade  Act;  it  would 
be  useless  so  long  as  remonstrances  shall  come  from  only  one  ol" 
Itie  interested  parties.  It  would  be  the  wasting  by  your  Re- 
presentatives,' in  untimely  remonstrances,  of  those  exertions 
which  they  ought  to  apply  to  the  redress  of  other  grievances. 
I  deplore  the  existence  of  the  evil ;  I  do  not  blame  those  who 
were  ready  lo  complain  of  it ;  and  yet  1  do  not  repent  of  having 
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«ni(]  that,  Tor  a  time,  we  ought  to  bear  it  in  silence.  I  HhiI  said 
eo  before  the  last  Election,  yet  you  re  elected  me.  Mr.  McGill 
supported  me,  he  says,  in  that  Election  ;  having  become  a  can- 
didate himself,  he  is  become  much  more  sharp  sighted  hs  to  my 
mi&deeds.  Let  him  shift  as  olteu  he  j  leases  ;  let  him  talk  about 
what  he  does  not  understand;  the  unfounded  nsserlions  with 
which  he  ventured  to  attack  his  adversary  are  confuted,  and  will 
not  change  your  mind.  I  respectfully  solicit  your  BuftVages  and 
I  confidently  expect  your  support. 


EARL  OF  DALHOUSIE, 

On  proroguing  the  Provincial  Parliament  of 
Lower  Canada^  1th  March  1827. 

Gentlemen  of  tJie  Lc[:v'lative  Council,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  ^^sscmUjj. 

I  come  to  close  this  Scsi-ioo  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  con- 
vinced, by  the  state  of  your  proceedings,  that  nothing  likely  to 
promote  the  public  interest  cau  be  now  espeftted  from  your  de- 
liberations. 

To  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council,  who  have  at- 
tended your  duties  in  this  Session,!  offer  my  thanks  on  the  part 
of  His  Majesty,  as  an  ackno\;vledgement  ol  the  regard  which,  by 
your  presence,  you  have  shewn  to  the  welfare  of  your  Country, 
•od  also  of  lliat  proper  respect  which  you  have  manifested  for 
the  Sovereign  from  whom  ynvir  honors  are  derived. 
Gentlemen  of  the  A  ssemblt)^ 

It  13  painful  to  me,  that  I  canjiot  speak  my  sentiments  to  you 
in  terms  of  approbation  and  thanks.  The  proceeding;3  of  this 
Session  impose  upon  me  n  duly,  of  which,  however  unpleasant, 
I  will  acquit  myself  as  a  faithful  Seinant  of  the  King,  and  a  lio- 
cere  friend  of  the  Province. 

iVIany  years  of  continued  discussion  on  forms  end  accounts  haie 
proved  unavailing  to  clear  up  and  set  i:t  rest  a  dispute,  which 
moderation  and  reason  might  have  speedily  terminated.  It  it 
lamentable  to  see,  that  no  efforts  or  concessions  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  succeeded  in  reconciiin*  those  differences  of 
opinion  in  the  Legislature  ;  but  it  is  infinit*  ly  uibrc  so,  that  dif- 
ferences on  one  subject  should  cause  a  rejection  of  every  other 
measure  which  His  Majesty's  Government  recommends  to  your 
•cnsideratiod. 

D* 
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The  (lulies  expected  of  you  in  this  Session  were  not  difficult  ; 
among  the  first  was  an  examination  of  the  Public  Accounts  of  last 
year,  and  a  report  upon  them,  whether  of  approval  or  other^ 
■wise:  has  that  duty  been  done  so  that  the  country  can  know 
the  result  ? 

Have  you  considered  the  Estimated  Expenditure  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and   granted  the  supply  required    in   His  Majesty'* 
name?  or  have   reasons  been  assigned    for  the   refusal  of  them, - 
that  can  be  known  and  understood  by  the  country  ? 

Have  the  Messages  from  hia  Majesty's  Representative  been 
duly  acknowledged,  and  answered  according  to  the  rules  end 
forms  of  Parlianaent,  or  according  with  the  respect  which  is  due 
by  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  the  others  ? 

Have  the  Rules  or  Orders  of  proceedings  in  the  House  t)f  As- 
sembly been  duly  attended  to,  in  so  far  as  they  aH'ect  and  recog^. 
nize  the  Prerogative  Rights  of  the  Crown? 

These  are  questions.  Gentlemen,  which  you  are  now  to  ask 
yourselves  individually,  and  answer  to  your  cooslituents  on  your 
return  to  them.   • 

These  are  questions  which  you  are  to  answer  to  y»ur  own 
consciences,  as  men  who  are  bound  by  Oalba  of  fidelity  to  your 
Country  and  to  your  King 

In  my  administration  of  this  Government,  I  have  seen  seven 
years  pass  away  without  any  conclusive  adjustment  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts;  thus  accumulating  a  mass  for  future  investiga'.ion, 
which  must  lead  to  confusion  and  misunderstanding.  In  the 
same  years  I  have  seen  the  measures  of  Governmeut  direolly 
applicable  to  the  wants  of  the  Province,  throwa  aside  without 
attention  and  without  any  reason  being  assigned.  I  have  seen 
the  forms  of  Parliament  utterly  disregarded  and  in  this  Session 
a  positive  assumption  of  Executive  authority,  instead  of  that  of 
Legislative,,  which  last  is  alone  your  share  in  the  conitilulion  of 
tke  State. 

The  results  of  your  proceedings  in  this  Session  have  been,  the 
refusal  of  the  Supplies  necessary  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Government,  the  less  of  the  Militia  Bill,  the  failure  of  all  pro. 
visions  for  the  maintenance  of  Prisoners  in  your  Gaols  &  Houses 
of  Correction,  for  the  rapport  of  Insane  and  Foundlings,  and  for 
the  establishments  of  Education  and  Charity,  and  a  total  obstruc- 
tion of  local  and  public  improvement. 

In  this  itale  of  things,  and  with  this  experience  of  past  years, , 
it  is  now  no  longer  consistent  with  a  proper  discharge  of  the  high 
trust  committed  to  me,  to  entertain  hopes  of  n  return  to  belter 
reason  in  the  representative  branch  of  this  Parliament ;  but  it- 
is  still  ray  duty  to  call  upon  you  us  })ublic  men,  and  to  call  uron* 
th«  country,  as  deeply  interested  in  the  result,  to  consider  8friou»9 
ly  the  conaequcDces  of  perseverance  in  such  a  course. 
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r  shall  conduct  this  Government  with  the  means  m  my  pow«f, 
«iDd  with  an  undimini?hed  desire  to  do  good  ;  but  wliile  I  must 
submit  iDyself  to  the  interruption  of  all  public  improvement, 
imder  the  authority  of  the  Civil  Governmoot,  I  will  declare  my 
deep  regret  at  such  a  stale  of  thins;g:  I  think  it  right  to  convey 
to  the  Country,  a  free  and  unreserved  expression  of  my  senti- 
ments upon  these  public  mipfortuftes,  and  I  will  leave  no  doubt 
on  the  public  mind  of  my  determination  to  persevere  firmly  in 
the  path  of  my  duty,  with  a  faithful  regard  to  the  Rights  of  my 
Sovereign,  with  «?hich  are  also  combined  the  beat  interests  of 
the  Province. 

It  only  remains  for  me  now,  compelled  by  exisfin*  circum- 
stances, to  Prorogue  this  Parliament,  ■whatever  maybe  the  incon- 
venience resultin;'  from  such  a  measure. 


TO  OUR  CONSTST^SHTS. 

We  the  Undersigned,  Vlembe.s  of  the  flouse  of  Assembly,  re= 
»iJing  in  the  City  and  District  of  Montreal,  having  (Hben  into 
consideration  the  Speech  pronoauced  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  Chief  on  proroguing  the  Provincial  Parliament,  in 
which  His  Excellency  refers  us  to  our  Constituents,  conceive  it 
our  duty  to  evince  in  a  public  and  solemn  manner,  both  the  res- 
pect  which  we  bear  to  our  Elsclor?,  and  the  noble  pride  which 
we  feel  for  having,  rn  difficult  times,  discharged  our  duties  to- 
wards tbeiu  with  fidelity  and  in  a  manner  worthy  of  those  who 
had  chosea  us  for  their  Delegates.  Rppresentatives  of  subjects 
©bedienl,  hoae  t  and  devoted  to  the  British  Government,  our 
line  of  conduct  seemsJ  perfectly  traced  out  for  us  :  Represeola- 
tivea  of  free  born  English  subjects,  our  duties  were  clear  and  evi- 
dent; and  v.e  appeal  with  confidence  to  our  Constituents;  It 
belongs  to  theoJ-to  judge  of  our  coadiir.t. 

In  other  limes  &  under  other  circumstaticp?,  we  should  not  con- 
•ider  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  discussion,  well  assured  as  w? 
are  of  not  having  done  nny  thing  which  rould  lose  us  the  esteem 
end  the  confidence  of  our  Constituents,  tho  recompence  of  nqr 
labours  ;  but  accused  in  n  body,  in  a  grave  manner,  by  a  public 
documeof,  which  at  the  same  time  that  it  accuses  all  of  us,  takea 
from  us  the  power  of  cnswering  as  a  body,  we  consider  if  to  he 
our  duly,  not  to  exculpate  ourselves  (for  iliis  we  are  sensible  is 
not  requisite)  but  to  put  it  in  Ibo  power  of  our  Constituents  to 
judge  with  greater  certainty  of  the  accusations  urged  against 
tbeir  Representatives. 

Hia  Excellency  declares  to  the  whole  Provinoe  that  the  diffi- 
auki«»  existing  on  a  siajle  point  have  occasioned  the  reje»tion  ofi 
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»n  other  mcascres  which   His   Majesty's   GoverDReDt  ha8«ub« 
oaitteil  to  our  conaideration. 

The  House  of  Assembly  sat  about  thirty  day?,  during  which 
(evenly  nine  Bills  were  introduced,  sixty  of  which  were  passed. 
It  is  not  possible  that  amorrg  so  mauy  Bills,  ihere  should  not  have 
been  one -relating  to  some  measure  recommended  by  GoveFn- 
cnent ;  unless  we  suppose  ihat  the  House  end  the  Council  were 
occupied  with  a  multitude  of  measures  t»f  public  or  private  utili- 
ty, »or.e  of  which  the  Governmeiit  thought  proper  to  support  by_ 
its  recommendation.  Might  it  not  be  said  wilh  more  accuracy 
that  it  is  J  ainful  to  see  that,  upon  the  refusal  of  the  House  to 
vote  for  supplies  in  the  form  required.  His  Excellency  should 
have  considered  him-'elivbliged  to  exercise  the  Royal  Preroga- 
tivp,  and  to  prorogue  the  Parliaovent,  without  giving  it  time  to 
di=cus9  the  measures  recommended  by  His  Ea^cellency,  or  which 
interested  the  whole  Province  tlwugh  not  recommended  by  His 
Excellency,  and  the  delay  or  Iop.s  of  which  His  Excellency  haa 
wirh  so  much  sensibility  lamented  ? 

His  Exoellepcy  reproaches  us  or  no*  having  given  a  euitable 
attention  to  the  public  Accoitnts  of  the  last  year,  for  not  having 
approved,  or  disapproved  them  by  such  a  report  as  would  eoabl« 
tb.e  public  to  judge  of  the  result. 

We  have  given  to  those  Accounts  a  suitable  attention.  We 
have  been  delayed  »n  our  investigation  by  rouUi|  lied  difficuUiej 
which  different  public  functionarirs  made  '.o  answer  the  questions 
of  the  special  Committee  without  the  permission  of  His  Excel- 
cellency.  '1  he  special  Committee  having,  proposed  some  ques- 
tions to  Messrs.  Perceval  ar.d  Gore,  tbe  principal  Officers  of  the 
Customs,  received  as  the  only  unswer,  (hat  th<  se  Gentlemen  hod 
■ubmilfed  the  questions  <  f  t»ie  Committee  to  His  Excellency  the 
Goverrvor  in  Chief.  'I'he  C<  romittee,  by  that  alme,  was  pre« 
rented  from  reporting  on  that  part.  But,  in  spite  of  all  these 
obstacle?,  it  did  report:  the  report  is  printed,  and  every  per- 
son can  have  cognizance  of  it. 

III?  Excellency  asks  i!s  if  we  have  considered  tl.e  estimates  for 
the  present  year  and  granted  the  suj  plies  required  in  His  Majes- 
ty's name,  and  ifourretusal  Isas  been  accompanied  by  reasoDS 
that  cao  be  known  nod  understood  by  the  Country.' 

His  Excellency  seems  to  desire  very  much  that  the  public  and 
&tir  Coustilueno  should  be  informed  of  what  has  takeu  place  in 
Parliament  ;  This  desire  we  shaie  with  fii^rkness  and  honesty. 
V\'e  examined  these  docuo^euts;  we  were  inimed:alelf  convinced 
that  tbey  were  in  diiect  opposition  to  the  principles  which  the 
House  has  followed  ever  since  1818  ;  that  they  were  opposed  to 
the  essential  rights  of  our  Constituents  ;  that  free  men  worthy  of 
eojoying  the  bcnefits'and  advantages  of  a  Constitution  modelled 
oatiial  of  Eoglaud  could  not  accede  to  Ibem  without  etcrificinj 
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their  dearest  rights :  The  Representatives  of  such  men  were  io 
duty  bound  to  refuse  such  demands ;  (hey  have  done  so  ;  and,  in 
order  that  the  public  might  be  enabled  to  know  their  reasons, 
they  have  declared  that  they  would  persist  in  the  resolutions  and 
addresses  made  and  passed  by  the  House  on  this  subject,  as  they 
are  recorded  in  their  Journals.  Electors  !  it  is  for  you  to  judge 
if  the  reiterated  deioaod  of  an  unjust  tbio^  can  constitute  a  right 
to  obtain  it. 

H  s  Excellency  asks  if  we  have  given  a  proper  attention  to  the 
Messages  of  His  Majesty's  Representative  ;  if  we  have  received 
them,  if  we  have  answered  tliem,  according  to  the  rules  and  forma 
of  Parliament,  or  according  to  the  respect  which  each  branch  of 
the  Legislature  is  bound  lo  observe  towards  the  others. 

His  Excellency  admits  that  there  oughr  to  exist  a  mutual  res- 
pect amoBg  the  different  branches  of  the  Legislature :  The  Speech 
of  His  Excellency,  whilst  it  admits  the  principle,  does  not  in  our 
opinion,  seem  a  very  convincing  instance  of  its  appl;eation. 

These  questions  are  too  general ;  it  appears  to  us  that  it  would 
have  been  of  more  avail  to  direct  our  attention  or  rather  that  of 
the  public  to  such  or  such  a  particular  Message,  in  order  to  give 
us  the  opportunity  for  explaining  ourselves.  Far  from  neglectin; 
such  iVlessages  in  general  we  have  even  proceeded  on  Messages  of 
former  Sessions,  and  if  we  have  not  taken  them  into  considera* 
tion,  it  must  not  be  torgotlen  that  His  Excellency  is  the  solo 
Judge  respecting  the  duration  of  Parliament,  and  (hat  to  hiw 
alone  it  belongs  to  terminate  its  Session  when  such  is  his  pleasure. 
His  Excellency  found  it  proper  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  after 
a  Session  of  some  weeks,  at  a  time  when  (here  was  still  before  it 
a  great  deal  of  business  and  when  the  House  of  Assembly  still' 
counted  near  forty  members  present 

But  if  this  reproach  refer  (o  our  not  having  voted  an  address 
of  thanks  to  His  Excellency  for  each  of  those  Messages,  we  aro»r 
the  fact:  but  it  is  the  usage  of  the  House  not  to  lessen  the  merit 
of  those  Addresses  by  multiplying  them  without  necessity  ;  they 
are  reserved  for  important  occasions  which  require  the  exprep- 
sioa  of  public  thanks.  If  the  House  have  not  more  frequently 
voted  snch  Addresses,  it  is,  unfortunately,  because  an  opportunity 
for  doing  so  has  not  been  afforded  ;  it  is  not  exactly  its  fault. 

His  Excellency  tells  us  :  These  are  the  questions  which  you 
are  to  answer  to  your  own  consciences,  as  men  who  are  bound  by 
oaths  of  fidelity  to  their  Country  and  to  their  King. 

As  for  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  (he  King;  there  is  not  a  person  in 
this  Province,  be  his  situation  what  it  may,  who  would  dare  to 
say  of  any  Member  of  that  Assembly,  that  he  failed  in  it.  The 
people  of  this  Province,  the  Elector?^  know  too  well  what.loyally 
19,  they  have  given  too  many  convincing  proofs  of  it,  to  permit 
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iby  one  to  suppose  that  Ihey  woold  choose  for  Representalivef 
men  doubtful  on  this  point. 

As  to  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Country — who  has  ever  heRr«l 
ttoy  man  speaking  of  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  bis  native  Country  ? 
Home  !  Home  I  that  single  word  is  enough. 
His  Excellency  tell  us ;  that  we  have  refused  the  nccessrvy 
supplies:  that  the  Militia  Bill  has  not  been  passed,  that  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners,  of  the 
insane,  of  foundlings,  for  education,  for  establishments  of  charily, 
and  that  public  and  local  improvements  have  been  obstructed. 

Electors  I  It  is  a  disagreeable  duty  on  us  (o  assure  you  Ibat 
there  are  here  as  many  errors  as  accusations.  If  the  supplies 
have  not  been  granted  it  is  because  they  have  been  required  in 
guch  a  manner  that  your  Representatives  could  not  grant  them 
without,  violating  your  interests  and  their  duty.  But  they  have 
offered  to  pass  a  Bill  similar  to  that  of  1826  and  similar  to  the 
Act  of  1825,  which  was  sanctioned  and  carried  into  execution. 
This  they  are  still  disposed  to  do. 

The  Militia  Bills  had  been  continued  for  two  ycarji.  Th« 
House  had  inserted  in  the  Bill  of  this  year  a  Clause  which  an- 
nulled the  Act  of  the  57lii,  in  as  much  as  it  provided  for  the  pay 
of  the  Militia  Staff.  It  had  received,  on  the  7lh  of  February,  a 
Message  from  His  Excellency  concerning  that  sulject,  as  well  as 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Mditia.  and  the  appropriation  of  a 
certain  sum  to  furnish  arms  to  the  Militia  in  certain  cases.  The 
House  wished  to  make  that  Message  the  object  of  A  separate 
measure  fcr  which  it  only  wanted  time.  But  the  Council  was 
pleated  to  amend  the  bill  which  continued  the  militia  acts,  and  to 
strike  out  the  Clause  which  annulled  the  Act  of  the  57th  which 
seemed  to  have  the  eflFect  of  reestablishing  the  pay  of  the  Militia 
StiiflT,  This  amendment  was  inadmissable.  We  were  disposed  to 
take  efficacious  measures  to  supply  the  loss  of  that  Bill  ;  but  we 
were  prevented  by  the  precipitate  prorogation  of  Parliament. 

The  House  passed  a  Bill  fur  the  insane  and  foundlings  as  usual. 
Contrary  to  all  parliamentary  usunge,  the  Council  amended  that 
Bill.  Unable,  according  to  rule,  directly  to  consider  the  amend-" 
ments  made  by  the  Council  to  n  Bill  of  supply,  and  unwillicg 
nevertheless,  that  the  unhappy  objects  of  public  Commiseration 
should,  on  this  account,  suffer,  the  House  passed  a  second  Bill 
incorporating  the  amendments  of  the  Legisla.tive  Council,  and 
send  it  bdck  there  on  Tuesday  the  sixth  March.  There  it  has 
eince  remaiofd.  We  might  le  disposed  to  think  that  time  nlone 
was  wacted  lo  the  Couticil  for  passing  that  second  Bill  ;  but  the 
House  sent  the  day  after  three  other  Bills  lo  the  Ccuncil  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  ;  these  Bills  were  examined  and 
passed  before  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  were  sanctiosed 
or  reserved  by  IJis  Excellency  on  the  snme  day. 


As  far  wh«t  relates  to  EJacalion  and  (o  charitable  establish- 
ttients,  we  appeal  with  confideace  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Assembly, 

It  has  voted  about  £15,000  for  Education;  if  the  Bills  that 
were  to  carry  into  execution  these  votes  have  not  been  passed, 
if  they  have  remained  without  effect  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
if  it  was  not  possible  to  perfect  them  in  the  Assembly,  is  it  the 
fault  of  that  House  ?  It  has  done  all  that  was  in  its  power,  and 
it  would  be  supremely  unjust  to  render  it  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Let  those  in  fault  bear  the  burthen  between  them,  they  will 
diminish  the  weight  by  dividing  it.  As  for  charitable  establish- 
ments the  House  has  not  neglected  them  either.  It  provided 
with  liberality  for  foundlings,  for  the  insane,  for  the  sick  and  the 
iuiirm  in  the  different  Districts,  for  the  support  of  the  Hospital 
for  Emigrants  at  Quebec,  for  the  General  Hospital  at  Montreal, 
&c.  and,  we  cannot  too  often  repeat  it,  the  House  is  not  to  blam'e 
if  these  votes  have  not  been  carried  into  execution. 

Vv^e  have  been  reproached  for  not  having  settled  the  publio 
Accounts  durin*  seven  years.  If  recourse  be  had  to  the  Journals 
of  the  House,  it  will  be  found  that  these  accounts  have  been 
settled  as  far  as  depended  on  us  in  1823,  and  in  as  compiele  a 
manner  as  we  then  had  it  in  our  power  to  do. 

Electors!  Of  our  conduct  we  have  considered  it  a  daty  to 
give  you  this  exposition  which,  nt  the  same  time,  is  a  refutation 
of  His  Excellency's  Speech.  We  have  not  sought  the  occasion, 
it  hai  been  offered  to  us :  nay,  we  have  been  compelled  to  this 
step,  by  the  attempt  to  destroy  us  in  the  opinion  6f  the  public 
and  in  that  of  our  Constituent?.  That  public  opinion  is  in  itself 
a  power  to  which  the  greatest  functionaries  are  amenable  in  all 
eases,  even  when  the  Laws,  in  their  ordinary  course,  cannot 
reach  them.  Tlmse  who  appeal  to  it  against  us  aro  not  above 
its  reach ;  in  the  present  case,  we  respect  it  without  fearing  it. 


L.  J.  PAPINEAU, 
HUGUES  HE.NEY, 
J.  LKSLIE, 
JOSEPH  VALOIS, 
JOSEPH  PERRAULT, 
AUSTL\  CUVILLICR, 
J.  M.  RAYMOND, 
F.  A.  QUEBNEL. 


Ls.  BOURDAGES, 
ROCH  DK  ST.  OURS, 
JACQUES  DELIGNY, 
PIERRE  AMIOT. 
JEAN  DF.SSAULE9, 

T.  O.  7Urgf:on, 

J.  B,  R.  H.  DE  ROUVILLE. 


From  Keilsori's  Quebec  GaziUe  of  March  18'27.    ' 

TUB    LA.TJK    iESSION    OP   THE    PROVIKCIAI,   PARL1AMB»T. 

A   Statement  of  the   Bills  introduced   and    passed  at  the   late 
Ssssioa  of  the  Provincial  P«rliamenl  will  be  found  in  this  day's 
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CrBzette.  It  appears,  by  the  racapitulation  thereto  annexed, 
that  ID  S7  sitting  days,  seventy  one  bills  were  introduced  in  the 
Assen3bly,  which  were  either  passed  or  mostly  in  a  state  of  for- 
wardness at  the  prorogation,  and  that  eight  were  received  froto 
the  Legislative  Council,  making  seventy^nine  in  all.  There 
were  besides  87  special  committees  appointed  ;  23  of  which  bad 
not  yet  reported,  and  several  resolutions  in  committees  of  the 
whole,  upon  most  of  which  bills  would  have  been  introduced. 
Among  the  latter,  a  bill  for  applying  the  vote  of  £lO,GOO  for  the 
encouragement  of  education  throughout  the  Province  ;  the  aids 
recommended  for  opening  roads  to  facilitate  new  settlemeota; 
j£3,000  for  Schools    under  Royal  Institution,  &c. 

So  far  the  session  had  been  one  of  uncommon  labour  and  pro- 
mise, on  the  part  ot  a  Body  composed  of  only  50  members,  45  of 
which  however  in  the  course  of  the  session  attended  to  their  duty, 
without  pay,  at  a  heavy  loss  of  their  time  and  disbursements. 

A  multiplicity  of  legislative  enactments  is  frequently  a  great 
evil.  The  presumption  however  is,  that  of  the  7 1  bills  introduced 
in  the  Assembly,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  them,  were  generally 
desired  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  whom  the  Assembly 
represent,  and  whose  wants  and  wishes  are  likely  to  be  well 
known  to  the  members.  Of  the  measures  still  before  the  Com- 
mittees, and  on  which  the  House  had  come  to  no  decision,  the 
■ame  cannot  be  said,  with  equal  certainty. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Session,  ii 
the  comparatively  small  number  of  bills  {eight)  seat  down  to  the 
Assembly  by  the  Legislative  Council,  about  fifteen  members  only 
of  which  out  of  twenty  attended,  and  the  great  number  of  thirty 
bills  sent  up  to  the  Council  by  the  Assembly  which  failed  in  that 
Body  ;  many  of  them  being  money  bills  not  returned,  or  rejected 
by  the  unparliamentary  course  of  amendments.  Among  the  for- 
mer were  the  bills  granting  aids  to  the  Catholic  District  School, 
the  British  and  Canadian  School  and  National  School,  Quebec, 
and  the  British  and  Canadian  and  National  School,  Montreal,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  River  Cliambiy,  for  the  New  Gaol  at 
Montreal,  ihe  Emigrant  Hospital,  Quebec,  and  the  Montreal 
General  Hospital.  Among  the  latter  was  the  bill  providing  for 
the  sick,  the  infirm,  insane  and  foundlings  in  the  three  diftricti. 
The  bill  was  sent  down  to  the  Assembly  amended,  by  th'-  Coun- 
cil, and  consequently,  according  to  parliamentary  Gsage,  reject- 
ed. The  Assembly,  however,  adopted  ihe  amendmentB  in  a  new 
bill;  and  the  till,  as  previously  passed  by  the  Council,  is  re 
ported  to  have  hero  lest  on  an  equal  division  in  Committee  oi" 
the  whole,  several  Executive  Councillors  and  some  Execu(i\ft 
Officers  voting  against  it. 

FINIS. 


